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PEACE 

To THE ETERNAL GOD 
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ON 16th NOVEMBER, 1906. 
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WITH A VIEW TO THE UPBRINGING IN THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 

OF THE GIRLS OF AUSTRALIA 

AND AS A LASTING MONUMENT TO THE MEMORY 

OF HIS IMMEDIATE PREDECESSOR IN THE SEE 

THE ILLUSTRIOUS PRELATE ROSENDO SALVADO, O.S.B. 

TitULAR BISHOP OF ADRIANA 

AND OF THIS MISSION AND ABBACY 

THE FOUNDER AND FIRST ABBOT. 

--·-·--
U.I..G.D. 

(Dedication of the College Marble slab at 
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PAX 

FIFTY YE.rlRS cwtivit11 is about 
aJl one GLUt expect for the sp c~n of human life in 
ot~r af!e. 
_ Bnt certain nutnbers hcwe Slf7nbolic n~ertning, 
a1~cl FIFTY' stonrl in c~ntiquJt~; for JOY. Mn~ 
c~nd women in everu country jnstlzt keep the Sil
ver, GolrlMt, or Diamon'l Jnbilee of their contri
b~~tion to social welfare in their respective cwoca
tions in lif'e. Twent?Jfive, fif/;!J, or perluY,7JS seven
t!l 11ears in the service nf God b~t the vnws nf Reli
gioz~s Prnfessinn is a blessin!f which the favonred 
soul u:ill !fratefully recminf. 

In the followinf! pastes the fift.Tt uec~rs career 
of St Ge,.fru,de's Collef!e in the service of Relif!ion 
ct,nd Culfz~re is briefly stu·veuecl and clu,tifr,~ll!l 

appreciated. .M a!J the nzunber be the sztmbol of 
perpetz~ity and end7Pss development for the ffoo d 
of .Az~stra,lia. which at this stcufe of the history 
of mcwJcind is finding its risthtful place in the 
Commonwealth of .N'ations . 

.NEW :NORCI.!l 
Feast of' St Joseph, W nrlcmnn and .!lrtisan, 

1st .May, _1958 



His Holiness, Pope PIUS Xll, 
Guardian over the Church of God in its manifold activities 
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I t 

St Gertrude's Colleg .. e, 1908 

The 'West Australian', Perth's daily paper, 
January. 1908, c:>ntains the following noti
fication:"St Gertrude's College, New Norcia, 
a boarding school for young ladies, is among 
the latest additions to the secondary schools 
of Western Australia. St Gertrude's is under 
the patronage and personal supervision of 
the Lord Abbot of New Norcia. The school 

buildings recently erected, are described as 
among the first of their kind in the State, 
and up to date in every respect. According 
to the prospectus, the course of instruction 

will comprise all branches of studies and 
accomplishments suitable for young ladies, 
and their religious and moral training will 

be regarded as a primary and most import
ant duty.'' 

On the same day, January 18, 1908, the 
'West Australian Record,' Perth, commented 
more at large:"The opening of this magni
ficent College in Victoria PIa ins, should be 
a subject of congratulation to all the resi
dents of the district. The Very Rev. Dean 
Phelan of Melbourne, a late visitor to New 

~orcia, writing in the 'Austral Light' of the 
current month, January 1908, says of it:"lt 

is a magnificent building, with nothing of 
its kind to approach it in the West, and as 
far as I am aware, nothing to surpass it in 
the Eastern States, if we except Abbotsford 

Convent. (Melbourne)". 

This College is in no way a commercial 
investment. The la rg~ outlay in building and 
furnishing has been expended directly for 
the benefit of the rising and promising gene
ration of young women- the daughters of 
settlers in the plains. Its doors however shall 
be thrown open to all who may wish to 
avail themselves of the opportunities it 

offers. Due care shall be taken that the re
ligion or the religious feelings of non-Catho
lics shall never be tampered or interfered 
with. 

The terms are made exceptionally easy, 
so that the benefits of the institution may be 
rnade accessible to all. The nuns in charge 
of this institution can afford to give the 
cheapest education in the State: for they are 
not hampered with paying interest or prin
cipal on their buildings or furniture; and 
besides nearly everything they may require 
will be supplied to them by the Missior! . 



The Lord Abbot hands everything over to the 
nuns free of any charge whatever, Convent, 
schools, and furniture, to be utilised in the 
interests of his people and for the education 
of their children. 

New Norcia is very fortunate in securing 
the services of those good nuns- "The Sisters 
of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart"- for St 
Gertrude's College. 

The career of these nuns throughout all 
the Eastern States, Tasmania and New 
Zealand, has been one of unbroken success 
and popularity; and our experience of them 
carries us back to the year 1878, just 30 
years ago. 

In this excellent climate, with this open 
country life and beautiful surroundings, 
girls shall grow up more robust and l'!ealthy 

than in the cities. The absence of all the dis
tractions and excitement of City life, dis
poses the mind to drink in knowledge and 
innocence more freely-golden treasures that 
these youthful maidens will by and by hand 
down t:J future generations b the honour 

of their country, and the benefit of society 

at large: for no tongue can tell and no pen 
can paint, n::Jr can we measure the amount 
of good even one good woman may effect in 
a wicked world . If we only reflect \¥hat the 
Mother of One, most dear to us all, has done 
for· mankind, the bearing of this will be 

f.asily m an if est. 

We do not doubt that the spacious halls 
and class-rooms of this new acquisition to 

the Convents of the West, will soon be taxed 

to their utmost to accommodate the many 
c.pplicants for admission. 

May it succeed in becoming an instrument 
of great good to many." 

A detailed Prospectus was published in 
the 'Northam Advertiser', 27th January, 
1908, and 'The Southern Cross Times', 25th 

Jan., 1908. The pension is given at six 
guineas (£6 6s.) per term, with reduction in 

case of sisters, each term consisting of eleven 
weeks. "Vacation, one week at Easter, one 

week at midwinter, and six weeks at mid

summer." 
"The teaching staff of nuns for St Ger

trude's Ladies College, New Norcia, left 

Sydney on January 25th on the Kyarra. The 

school will open to receive boarders on Mon 
day, February 10th. ('Northam Advertiser' 
Northam, W.A., Feb., 1908). And the Abbey 

chronicle reports for 13th February, 1908: 
"The Sisters of St Joseph started teaching 

to-day. The first pupil arrived two days ago 
on Tuesday, (11th). She is the first to come 
in, though not the first to make her applica
tion , belongs to the C. of Eng., and comes 
fr·0m the neighbourhood of Gingin, just out
side the territory of our abbey 'Nullius'. 

Gertrude Henge of Gingin (Muchea) 
the first boarder. 

By September of that year the pupils num
bered 30. When on 2nd November His Excel 

lency the Governor, Sir F.G.D. Bedford,CCB., 
accompanied by Lady Bedford and Miss Bed
ford, visited New Norcia, they were served 
dinner in the spacious dining room of the 
College. Later they all were welcomed to the 
College in a magnificent address by one of 
the boarders. The pupils of St Gertrude's 
entertained the illustrious visitors and a 
number of local identities at a choice mu-



sica I performance. Good use was made of the 
two new pian:n recent ly purchased for the 

Institution by Abb;,t Torres. 
On 10th December the London College of 

Music exam inations were held at St Ger
trude's C ol!e]e, New Norcia ce-ntre-; It pr oved 
almost an unique success. The examiner w as 

l'~' impressed as to predict that New Norcia 
p romised to be t h e mu3ical cent re of the 
State. A magnificent concert and l iterary 
display marked the break-up . of the f i rst 
school y ea r at St Gertrude's on 16th Decem
ber , and the boarders disbanded two days 
later f or t hei r well ear ned summer holiday. 

Group of boarders of the first scholastic year. 
For many years t he boarden used black for th2ir uniform in h :mour of St Benedict, since the 
Black Benedictines had provided them with th2ir magnificent College, In th e late thirties, 
however, the brown unifor m was adopted, brown being the colour of the Sisters of St Joseph, 

teacher s at St Gertrude's. 



The NEW NORCIA Mission of 1908 
The opening of St Gertrude's College, 1ofh 

February, 1908, must not be considered an 
isolated event. The functioning of this first 

educational institution at New Norcia is 
closely linked up with an important phase of 
it~ development as a Mission. In point of fact 
1908 wa:; an eventful year for New Norcia. 
A well-conceived plan of development and 

adaption was taking place. 
By de:::r·ee of January 25th, 1903, the terri

tory but recently annexed to the spiritual 
jurisdiction and administration of New Nor
cia's Abbey 'Nullius' was divided by Abbot 
Torre3 into five sections: NEW NORCIA 
pr·oper (Mission), New Norcia South, New 
1\orcia Nortll, Goomalling district, and the 
Southern Cros:; district. He defined the 
bcundaries of each, and named the priests 
who were to look after thei r administration. 

About the same time the preparations for 
the opening of new missionary activities in 
the Kimberley district of North Wester·n 
J\ ustralia, carefully worked out for two 
years, were being completed. The foundat :on 
party left for Drysdale River locality early 

in May. Abbot Torres himself wa3 to direct 
the expedition and declare the Mission start· 
ecJ, July and August, 1908. 

Shortly after his return to New Norcia 
from unenviable experiences among the 
savage tribes of the far North, the untiring 
Abbot pr,Jceeded to give fuller scJpe to the 

E:clucation plan he had conceived on behalf of 
his people, of their children and of their 
children's children. An interesting article in 
'The Western Mai l', dated December, 25th, 

i908, gives a lively picture of New Norcia 
in that year, and of its prospects for the 
future. The site and the splendid features of 
St Gertrude's College, an establishment "still 
in its infancy", are described in detail. Then 
thE; writer, who signs himself "Visitor", con 

tinues:"A schola:;tic institution f o r boys, an 

edifice of the Byzantine style, will be complet
ed in tile course of the next two years. Its 
foundations are laid close to the old cemetery 
where the rude woodnen crosses t hat mark 
the resting places of departed members of 
the Order of St Benedict, point skyward
uninscribed graves, destitute of memorial, 
s«ve for tile symbol of the faith for which 
they denied themselves, and laboured self
lessly during the ir earthly career.'' The 

foundati ons of St lldephonsus' College for 
boys, the sister in3titution to the g irls' Col
lege,_ w ere there"fJ re laid on the same year-



The foundations are laid (background, left) in late 1905 
that St Gertrude's opened its silent but most 

fr·uitful career. 
The interest of Abbot Torres in educa

tion, and his increasing concern were 
made manifest as soon as he landed in Aus
tralia, as a simple priest, Superior of the 
Benedictine Community of New Norcia and 
aclministrator of rts diminutive Abbey 'Nul
lius'. Father Fulgentius Torres arrived in 
New Norcia recently bereaved by the loss 
{)f its illustrious founder, Bishop Salva

<!o, on 10th April, 1901. On October 20th, 
1902, Father Torres was chosen by the 
monastic c;ommunity of New Norcia, assem
bled in chapter, as their Abbot. 

Four days later he. was in a position to pre
sent to the Community detailed plans on vari
ous important matters for which he desired 
immediate action. Firstly, bringing over to 
Australia the mortal remains of the founder, 
who had died in Rome, (29th Dec., 1900), 
was decided upon. Next in · importim~e was 
the immediate erection of a boarding school 
for the Mission girls, (still under the care 
<1nd direction of a lady teacher and one of 

St Gertrude's 
Educational centre 
- nearing completion -

gains prominence in the 
Mission, 1907 

the missionary monks); also the intro

duction of a competent order of nuns for 
their education. During his visit to R ome, 
INhere l1e was blessed as Abbot of Nev1 Nor
cia, and his brief sojourn in Europe, 1903, 
Abbot Torres made arrangements with the 
Superior.o of a Congregation of Teresian Sis
ters recently founded by a zealous priest 
fr,om Spain. Mentiou had been made at a 
previous meeting of an Australian founda
tion, the Good Samaritan Sisters, but no 
move was made in this direction. 

In 1905 the Abbey records report great 
progress in the building of St Gertrude's 
College under the direction of Abbot Torres 
himself, who had worked out the plans 
with an archrtect of note in Spain. On 25th 
August the same year, the Teresian Sisters 
v:ho were to take charge, arrived in New 
Norcia. By October, 1905, the structure was 

wel l advanced, and plasterers called in to 
arrange fer ' the fi nishing of the interior 
walls. St Gertrude's was already making 
most favourable impressions on all vis itors 
to New No.rcia, from far and near. 



Native children boarders at St Gertrude's 1907 

1907 saw the exterior attended to in every 

detail. Th e two marble crests in the front, 
the statue of St Gertrude presiding over the 
building, and th 10 inscripticn in the entranc!! 
lobby still tell the story in no uncertain 
terms. The South Wing was ready for use 
by 1ith September, and the Sisters with 
their charges moved in. Two months later, 
17th November, Feast of St Gertrude, the 
Chapel ( less its artistic altar and unique 
mura l decorating of m ore recent date) was 
solemnly blessed. Members of the Benedic

tme Community attended and sung the Mass, 
which Abbot Torres celebrated according to 
the ritual proper to Abbots. 

Two years of mission;'lry experience in the 
Philipine Islands prior to his coming to Aus

tralia, had stood Abbot Torres in good stead. 

He did not, however come immediately into 
full realization of the c:>mplet ely different 
situation h e was to f ind in Austral ia in regard 
to the native population. The precarious state 
of a depleted native race was not then obvi
ous to every one, let alone the new-comer. 

1\ bbot Torre:; reacted quickly and favourably. 
The arrangements he had made wit h the 

Teresian Sisters did not prove satisfactory, 
wherefore his Lordship informed them that 
t hey were t:J v acate the portion of St Ger
trude's they were using, whilst h e advised 
their Superiors in Spain that they could re
c« ll the Sisters from New Norcia at their 
c0nvenien:::e. By this time the Sisters of St 

J oseph of the Sacred Heart had already been 
installed at St Gertrude's, and had t h e run 
of the r e;t o F the building. 

The SISTERS of St Joseph come to the West 
and to NEW NORCIA 

When the s ixteen miles square territory of 
New Norcia' s Abbey 'Nulli·us' w ·as ex t ended 

to 30,00 square miles in 1903, there was only 
one Cathol ic school in that territory annexed 

t c the jurisdiction of the Abbot of New Nor
c ia. This was at Southern ' Cross under the 
d i rection of the Presentation Sisters. Abbot 

Torres had generously taken upon himself all 



Nativ2 children in their original quarters 

the liabilities of the Southern Cross C:~th olic 
centre, which ran into a c.:msiderable sum of 
money in those days. 

In September, 1904, His Lordship was in
formed by the Superioress of the Presentat i
Sisters in the West that at the end of th ~ 

year the Sisters of the S:>uthern Cross Con
vent would be withdrawn. Abbot Torres had 
n0 reason to expect such an unfavoura~l e 

move, and greatly regretted that no sufficient 
time was give n him to supply another teacll
ing staff for the forthcoming year. Accord
ingly he sent an earnest appeal to the Mothe r 
House of the Good Samaritan Sisters in Syd
ney to come to his aid. He had great regard 
f or these Sisters on account of their connect-
1on with the Benedictine Pioneers of Ne;v 
.South Wales. The immediate answer was a 
brief teleg ram, which reads:"To Right Rev. 
Dr Torres, OSB, New Norcia. 10th Novem
be r, 190 +. Regret cannot comply with you r 
request , am writing, Sr M. Berckmans, St 
~cholastica's, Glebe Point, N.S.W." 

In 1905 the Southern Cross Catholic Scho:>l 

cc:uld not be opened because no teacher3 were 
available. During his visit to Sydney, on the 
occasion of the Third Plenary Co uncil of 
Australia, Sept,. 1905 ), Abbot Torres had the 
opportunity of making the acquaintance of 
the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart. 
l 'he result of his connections with them and 
with their foundress, the revere nd Mother 
Mary, wa; most gratifying , as we gather 
from a letter from St Josep h's Co nvent . 
Mount Street, North Sydney, dated 10~h Oc
tobE-r, 1905:"My Lor d Abbot. Yesterday I sent 
you a telegramme to say that the foundation 
of your diocc~e at Southern Cross would be 
accepted . 

The community will be ready to leave 
early in January and I trust it will be the 
p,eans of doing great good among th~ child
ren and the poor. I told Mother Gen~ral and 
the Council what you kindly said with regard 
to establishing and mainta ining th~ Com
rn unity. • . for I am only act ing for Mother 
General during h er illness etc. . . . . 

(Sig ned) Sister M. L a Merci. 



Details of the arrangements were soon 
finalized, as a second letter from Sister La 
Merci, 18th November, states:"Mother Gene
:t•al has great pleasure in agreeing with your 
arrangements for the Sisters. We trust that 
they will be ready to leave by the first boat 
s ::. iling from Sydney after 8th January when 
we expect our annual retreat will be over." 

Abbot Torres lost no time in securing four 
first class passage; from Sydney to Fre .. 
mantle, and from Fremantle to Southe•·n 
Cross. Writing to notify Sister M. La Merci 
of his latest move, he adds: "I thank you 
again for your kind ac::eptance and the 
founding of your Order at Southern Cross; 
praying that God may grant your Sisters a 
happy and pleasant trip with a successful 
opening and prosperous career." 

At the end of January, 1905, Sisters M. Ita, 
M. Carmel, M. Aloysius and M. Julia (later 
to be the foundation Sister at New Norcia), 
arrived in Southern Cr~ss. The school began 
functioning again. 

The coming of the Sisters of St Joseph 
to the Diocese of New Norcia had been a 
great blessing, which Abbot Torres was 
not slow to . realize. Accordingly he again 
petitioned their Mother General to send 
m:Jre of her Sisters to the West so that they 
c :J uld take charge of the children of the 
country settlers in the magnificent College 
<>f St Gertrude, which he had recently erect
ed. This time also his request met with 
success. A telegram of January 8, 1908, an
nounced that the offer had been accepted 
in Sydney. Furthermore the Sisters were 
ready to take charge of the aboriginal child
ren , should Abbot Torres be unable to make 
up in some other way for the lmminent 
withdrawal of the Teresian Sisters from 
New Norcia. 

Meantime his Lordship had graciously 
invited the Southern Cross Community to 
come to New Norcia for the Christmas 
celebrations and for the rest of their sum
mer vacation. They welcomed the invitation 
and arrived in New Norica for the first 
time on 20th December, 1907. On 18th Janu
ary, 1908, they returned to their Southern 
Cross Convent greatly edified. The impres
sions of their prolonged visit are given by 
Sister Carmel in "The Garland of St Jo
seph, Sydney, 2nd March, 1908. She writes: 
''N ew Norcia, W.A. Dear Cousin Carrie, I 

meant to write in time for the February 
issue of the Garland, but neglected. Your 
Sydney readers have no idea of the beauti
ful Christmas we had here. Perhaps you 
think this is an uncivilised place. If you 
could have been present at the Midnight 
Mass in our village church you would 
':hange that opinion. On Christmas eve the 
church was densely packed. The boys and 
girls of the Mission in charge of the Bene
dictine Fathers and Sisters, ·}ooked so nice 
in their outfits, the gift of the Lord Abbot, 
and occupied the front seats. At ten o'clock 
we went to hear the monks chanting the 
Divine Office. I wish you could hear the 
Gregorian Chant by those magnificent 
voices, properly trained. It was a treat to 
be always remembered. How quickly the 
time passed till midnight, when solem11 
High Mass was sung by the Abbot ..••• 

The High Altar deserves special mention. 
It is beautifully carved, and the entire sur
face is gilded. It was 1o.ve1y at riignt, ···when 
all the candles were alight; but when 
wouldn't a golden altar look lovely? Over 
the altar was a beautiful figure of the In
fant Jesus in a golden crib, with Our Lady 
and St J03eph at the sides, and adoring 
angels (also in gold) at the foot- a never
to-be-forgotten sight. Only once before- on 
the occasion of the opening of St Patrick's 
Cathedral- did I see such magnificent cere
monies, and so perfectly carried out, not 
again equalled until this Midnight Mass 
among the native:; far away in the bush of 
W. Australia. You would · want to ··be here 
to see what the saintly children of St Bene
dict are doing for God .•. 

It was 2 a.m. when the Mass was finished , 
but it was all so lovely I was not a bit tired. 
The church was crowded at each Mass un
til the last one at 11, again a High Mass. 
There were over thirty Masses, but I could 
not go to all of them. I shall never forget 
this Christmas, the first I spent in New 
Norcia. 

Wishing the dear little Garland of St Jo
seph every success, 

I remain, your loving cousin, 
CARMEL. 

When the above account was published 
in Sydney the Sisters of St Joseph had al
ready arrived in New Norcia, this time to 
stay. On January 22nd a telegram from SycJ-



ney advised that two Sisters were on the i r 
way to Western Australia. On 8th February 
the foundation Sisten arrived in New Nor
cia. They were Sr. Julia and Sr. Ita from 
Southern Cross, with Sr. Fenton, a new 
arrival. Sr. Carmel herself would join them 
at St Gertrude's in June, 1908. 

Mother Mary of the Cross, 
Foundress of the Sisters of St j oseph 

of the Sacred Heart 

Mother Mary and 
the Sisters o f S t Joseph 

(Contributed by a Sist er of St Joseph, 
St J oseph's Convent, Mount Street. 

North Sydney, N .S.W.) 
A Jubilee, like a birthday, is a time for 

stock-taking ... It is a time for feeling back 
into the past, and linking hands with the 
persons wh:> shared that far-off day with 
us, or made it memorable for us. 

On this occasion we celebrate the golden 
jubilee of St Gertrude's College, and this 
event brings us very near to Mother Mary 
of the Cross, for it was she who made St 
Gertrude's possible by sending the Sisters 
of St Joseph here in 1908. It was one of her 
last fo!,lndations, and we like to think that 
to her it was as dear as her first love 
-Penola. Certainly it was as typical of her 

apostolic . spirit as that first missi<mary ven
t ure of 1866. 

Pe:>ple do not change fundamentally, and 
Mother Mary of the Cross was no exception 
t:> the rule. However, she could and d id 
de epen her apostolic desi res and b r oaden 
her horizons. By the last y ear of her l ife 
-the year after the foundation of St Ger
trude's, N ew Norcia, the tiny seed planted 
at Penola had b ecome a spreading t r ee, 
rooted in the love of God in the great hea r t 
of a woman, and with its branches spread 

throughout Australia. 
There were rei igious institutes of women 

i n Australia in 1863, an d on e would have 
th ;,ught that Mary McKillop could have 
contented herself by entering one of them. 
She kn ew , however that none of these 
institutes serv ed th e needs she felt herself 

called upon to serve ; and the Cathol ic 
Church in Australia to day ha::; cause t o 
thank God that she held firmly to her pur
pose in spite of the crippling effects of mis
understanding indifference and d :>wnright 
opposition. 

There were also at that time Catholic 
Schools in South Austral ia. These were 
staffed by secular teachers and financed 

from voluntary subscript ions and parish 
funds. Naturally, the upkeep of these 
schools and the payment of t he teachers' 
salaries was a h eavy burden on a com 
munity already poverty-stricken. Many poor 
children , especially in the country d istricts, 
received no schooling whatever ; a large per
centage of the poorer Catholics sent their 
children to the Government schools which 
provided free tuition but were forbidden to 
cater for th eir pupi Is' greatest need -their 
religiou s in ::;truction and formation. In His 
own time God raised up an instrument who 

could and would inspire to lead others to 
dedicate themselve3 to serving Him in H is 
poor little ones. 

Under the direction of Father Julian 
Tenison Woods, Mary took over the schoo l 
at Penola in 1866, beg inning her work, as 
a Greater than she had done ages before, 
in a stable. She was not a religious -that 
was to come. She had, however, begun. She 
and her own sisters who accompan ied her 
in the beginnin;;r received only what fees 
the children's parents could afford ; and 

whether they paid or not, there was no 
differen ce in treatment. 

On November 21:::t of that year, Mary cut 



T he Flight into Egypt. 
A painting by Fr Lesmes at the College 

herself off completely from the world , and 
the nucleus of the new institute began to 
t a k e shape. Althou gh h er own sisters did 
n ::Jt e le::;t to shar e in her n ew venture, ot her· 

y oung wom en of good family and gener ous 
sp i ri t were interested enough t o throw in 

their lot with hers. 
Th3 f ollow ing y ear, Mary and her t wo 

companions took over a sch oo l in A delai d e. 
an d on Aug ust 15th M ary had the g reat 
ha ppin ess of d edicating herself to God by 
t a kin ;J pu b l ic vows as a S ister of St J oseph. 

By t he end of the year 1857 there wer e 

seven novices, and by the beginning of 
186:) there w er e thirty-two novices, i n 
charge of seventeen schools. They received 
no subsidy f r om the parishes in which they 

h ad schools, and w er e d ependent on what 
the pa r ents w er e able t o pay as school fees, 
and this, n eedless to say, was very little. 
When in December 1836, Mary ( as she was 
still called ) set out with four companions 
who were to make the first fo undation in 
Bri:;bane, sh e had first of all to beg through
out Adelaide f or money to pay the Sisters' 

p assages. 

This foundation, h:>wev er w as by n:> 
means an unmixed blessing. Trouble threat-

ened in Brisbane precisely on the two prin
ciples which Mary considered fundamental , 
namely:1. the idea l of central government, 

which would ensure uniformity of spirit 
throughout the order, and: 2. no toleration 

of state interference into the external works 

of the institute. 
The misunderstandings and opposition 

that followed prompted Sister Mary to go· 
t o Rome and plead the cause of t he insti

tute. Accordingly sh e set out from Ade
laide in March 1873, returning in December 
181'4 with a provisional approval of the ini

ti a l rul e, s lightly modified in the matter of 
poverty. But this was not the end of the 
trouble. Strong opposition continued and 

difficulty piled upon difficuty. A t length, 
after an almost incredible display of 
patience and apostol ic charity, Mother Mary 
r eluctantly withdrew the Sisters from Bris
bane and Bathurst where they had estab
l ished a foundation. 

As one door closed another opened. Arch 
bishop Vaughan of Sydney offered the Sis
t ers a r efuge i n h is diocese, and the first 
f oundation was m ade at Penrith in 1880. As 
f oundations in N ew South Wales would 
mean fewer Sisters i n Adelaid e, this made· 
for dissatifact ion among the South Aust ra
li an cler·gy, who in turn began to c la rn o~.: r 

for diocesan cont rol . 

There was no such thing as a united Austra
l ia in th ose days, and it was perhaps inevit
able that such limitations of outlook should 
p r eva il. 

I t w as a lso inev itable that a woman i n 
Mother Mary's position should be the target 
of much c riticism and jealousy. These found 
their expressi on in misrepresentat ion and 
cal umny whic~ ev entually resulted in 
Mother M a ry's being ordered to leave Ade
laide and to r elinqu ish all authority over 
the Sisters in that province. 

This expulsion w as merely God 's w ay of 
openin;J another door. In Sydney there was 

even great er scope for her zeal. The Act 
which made education " free, compulsory 
and secular" needed to be combated by the 
spirit wh ich had given birth to the Institute 
of St Jo'5eph. 

But education , though the main work of 
the Institute, was not the only one ; and 
Mother M ary found numerous other outlets 

f o r her charity and zeal. The question of 



central government was still being disputed, 

until in 1888, in direct contradiction of a 

recommendation from the Bishops of Aus

tralia, Pope Leo XIII erected the Institut e 

into a canonic:1l Congregation with its head
quartera in Sydney. The long battle was 
over, and there was no longer need to dread 
conflict when new foundations were made in 
other diocese:;. The Institute could now ex
tend and flourish in an atmosphere of peace, 
but Mother Mary's work was not yet done. 

Though for <>orne year;:; she was not Su 
perior General, she continued to watch 
keenly over the affairs of her beloved 
Institute lest dangera from within should 
impair its u:;efulne3s or cause it to decline 

from it original spirit. 

In the last years of the century her health, 
never robust, began to decline. Re-elected 
Mother Gen eral in. 1838. she still did not 
shrin k f rom the numerous activities in 
which she had always taken part, but for 
th e last eight years of her life she had to 
ackn owled ge partial defeat. Thencefor·th 

she rul ed the Institute from her bed or 
from a wheel chair. 

By AU J U3t 8th, 1909 she gave up her vali
ant soul to God. The Institute had been es
tab l ished over forty years, yet it numbered 
a l r ead y 750 members in 103 convents spread 
throughout the five States of the mainland 
of Austra i ia and New Zealand. She had long 
been familiar with the shadow of the Cross; 
she was now to behold its glory and its 
triumph . 

St Gertrude's College 
The Building 

St Gertrude's College stands today as a 
monument worthy of its founder, the Right 
Rev. Fulgentius Torres, OSB, second Abbot 
of New Norcia. Abbot Torres was a man of 
wisdom and culture. The building as we 
know it, except for a few recent adjustments 
demanded by the times, is just as he design 
ed it himself. M r Saner, the ecclesiastical 
architect of Barcelona (Spain) to whom he 
submitted the plans, heartily approved of 
them and only added minor alterations. 

The style is reminiscent of Spanish 

Gothic, wonderfully adapted to the purpose 
of its foundation as a convent and boarding 
school combined . Detailed description3 have 
been given at various times by writers 
visiting New Norcia. A brief and early ac
count may be given here. It is taken from 
"The West Australian", 22nd Oct 1907. 

"St Gertrude's Convent and College is a 
large structure, erected on the declivity of 
a picturesque hill which overlooks the 



Entrance Hall with door leading into the Chapel 

Monastery. It is a modified Gothic design· 
with extensive frontage and ample wings, 
between which and the main entrance, flank
ed by two imposing towers,' surmounted" by 
flag :;taffs, extended spacious columnades, 
which will afford an agreeable shade and 
recreat ion in the summer month. The build
ing is of three stories, with a very pretty 
chapel at the back, immediately connected 
with the main entrance. The whole is built 
of bricks, made on the mission grounds, 
with facings of cement, clcsely resembling 

limeston e blocks, and presents in its ruddy 
ma:sivenes:; . a most imposing· appear·ance." 

The picturesque hill, on the decl ivity of 
which the college grew, was called by 
the first boarders the "everlasting hill", be
caus e i t was literally covered with beauti
ful everlastings during Spring. Although 
outside labour was used in the building 
operat ions, one of the principal masons was 
:.a int l y Brother Basil from th~ Benedictine 

Commun ity. 

The plant c:>Vers 9911 square feet, and 

there is the same floor capacity on the upper 

stories. The front measures .. 200 feet; and th e 

wings are 62 feet high with a depth of 74 

feet . The flagstaffs in the central towers 

soar u;> t ) 92 fe et . 

The Interior 

In th e portico giving access tJ the interior 
we find the ni'arble slab which records the · 

dedication of the College. Over the door
way two allegorical figures and the words 
"Religi:l" - "Sci entia" , written on scrolls 
under each of the figures respectively, give 
the whole purpose of the institution, namely, 
Religion and Culture. The entrance Hall 
with its do:>r bearing in stained glass panels 
the coat of arms of the founder, a medieval 
castle with its towers (Torres ) , the da inty 
little parlour with the portrait of Abbot 
Torres himself, in fact the whole inter ior is 
in keeping with the atmosphere of comfort 
and gratifying re::ollection · which the ex- · 

terior already suggests. 

The chapel , wherein painter, master-car
ver and decorator vied with one another in 
producing the best of their craftsmanship, 
thus creating a happy ensamble, deserves. 

particular mention. 

The altar, daintily carved in cedar by 

M r Case lias, shortly after he arrived in 

Australia from · Barcidona to work at New 

Norcia, was in place as early as the first 

y ea r· of the Colle]e, 1908. T,he murals came 

late r . 



The building of such a magnificent 

structure as St Gertrude's College in what 

was at the time but a native settlement 
around a m : nastic institution in the heart 
of an extensive wilderness, drew heartfelt 
.admiration from many visitors. Others, how
<:ver could n:>t help regarding it as a sort 
of what is colloquially called a 'white ele
phant'. Time was to show, ana this very 
c;oon, that there was ·· faith, vision and fore
sight behind the enterprise, and those who, 
like the Sisters of St Joseph, seconded the 
dfort, justly felt that they would never re
gret wholehearted co-operation. From the 
very be;Jinning boarders came from all over 
Western Australia; from Wyndham in the 
far North West, and from Albany in the 
South ; from the real outback and from the 
crowded streets of Perth and Fremantle. A 
few years later, in the early twent ies, its 
fame would brin;J them also from far away 
S ingapore and Borneo. 

The Chapel 
Th:: decoration on the walls of the chapel 

ls the combined work of Fr Lesmes Lopez, 
OSB, ( painter) and of Bro. Salvador (deco
rator) who always proved a great support 
to Dom Lesmes' weak health . 

The painting in the dome of the sanctu
ary, to which attention is immediately 
drawn by the f i nials of the Gothic altar, re
presents the glorification of St Gertrude, 
Patroness of the institution. She is the great 
Benedictine nun of fhe XI lith- century, and 
great devotee of the Sacred Heart long be
fore its treasures were revealed to the world 
by the visions of St Margaret Mary. Here 

we S\!e St Gertrude ascending into heaven, 
after death, surrounded by rejoicing angels. 
Her Lord comes to meet her on her ascent, 
and in an ecstasy of perfect love, she kneels 
upon the radiant clouds opening her arms 
in longing expectation of her Divine Spouse. 

The Eternal Father blesses the elect one 
from above whilst an angel comes down 
with a wreath of ro:;es and lilies to crown 
her with the bliss of never-ending g lory. 

Our Lady and St Joseph on on e side, and a 
group of Saints on the other, hasten to we l 

com e Gertrude into their company. They 

are the Saints of her particular devotion, 

Sts John the Evangelist, B enedict, Bernard , 

The A liar and firs t Chapel decorations 
Francis, Augustine, Agnes and Cecilia. An
other group of allegorical figures, Faith , 
Hope, and Charity, testify to the cause of 
Gertrude's heavenly reward. Below, the 
Church militant, represented by two groups 
of youthfu I maidens with harps and musical 
instruments resting on artistic ballustrades, 
joins the Church tr iumphant in th e praise of 
St Gertrude. 

The whole is nothing else than the plastic 
r epresentation of the legend written in gold
en letters at the foot of the half-dome shelt
e ring the cedar altar beneath it:"Apparuer
unt coelestes spiritu1'. qui Gertrudem ad 
paradisi gaudia modulis vocibus invitaban t : 
Veni, veni , Domina, quia te expectant coeli 
de l iciae" ( Antiphon from the Office of St 
Gertrude) - Heavenly Spirits appeared, who 



invited Gertrude with mJi odious voices to 
the joys of Paradise: Come, 0 Queen, come, 
because the bliss or heaven awaits you. 

Two paintings, one on each end of the 
side walls, repre3ent Gertrude kneeling at 

Gertrude receiving H. Ccmmunion 
the f ::>Ot of the Cross with the text "Christo 
confi x:1 sum Cru:::i" ( I am nai led to the 
Cros:; with Ch rist ), and the figure of Christ 
accomp:mied by St John the Evangelist 
revea i ing to her the lo·J in:J s~crets of His 
Heart. "In c Jrde Gertrudis invcnietis me" 

-You sh:JII find me in the heart of Gertrude. 
Two more paintings, this time on canvas, 
hanging on the back wall, represent Our 
Lord Himself giving Commun ion to St Ger
trude, and St Gertrude favoured with a 

G. in converse with the H. Virgin 
v1s1on of Our Blessed Lady. "Let little child
ren come to me" is the theme of another 
small canva.s over the doorway. The whole 
of the painter's work is greatly enhanced 
by skillful treatment of the surroundings 
by the decorator • 

. Let the little children 

com& to Me ... 

Opp:;sit? - Th? Callegz Chapel 





(Detail/rom the chapel) 

St Gertrude 

the Great 

In dedica ting the College to 
St Gertr ude the Great , its 
founder desir ed t o present h er 
as a model to Austra lian 
womanhood. The following ac
count of her life is t aken from 
t he Office of her F east-day, 
which t he Ben.edictine Order 
k eep:; on 17th November. 

Gertrude was born at Eisleben in Saxc..ny 
of a noble family. At the age of five she 
offer<>d herself i\nd hel' virgin ity to Jesus 
Christ in the monastery of the order of St 
Benedict at Rodardsdorf. From this time 
she was ilbsolute ly estranged from all 
worldly things and, earnest in the pursuit 
of virtue, led a sort of heavenly life. To an 
acquaintance with human letters, she added 
a deep knowledge of divine things; and, by 
meditating o~ these, she was so inflamed 
with the love of virtue, that she soon attain 
ed to Christian perfection. She often spoke, 
with pious perception of her soul, of Christ 
and the mysteries of his life, and her one 
thought was for the glory of God, to which 
she directe'd all her desires and actions. 
And, although she wa; endowed by God 
with many choice gifts, both of nature and 
of grace, nevertheless she thought so. meanly 
of herse lf, that she counted it among the 
greatest miracles of the divine goodness, 
that. God should so mercifully bear with her 
great unworthiness. 

At the age of thirty she was elected su
perior, first of the monastery of Rodards
dorf, where she professed the religious life, 

and later of that of Helfta. She exercised 

this office for the space of forty years, with 
such prudence and zeal for regular disci
pline, that the monastery became the home 
of religious perfection. In both places, how·· 
ever, though she was the mother and mis.
tress of all, she nevertheless wished to be 
considered the ' least of all, and she exhibited 
in herself a humility equal to that of a ser-

vant. In order to be more free to wait upon 
God, she afflicted her body with watchings, 
abstinence and other mortifications; and al 
ways in her own characteristic way, showed 
forth a rare example of innocence of man
ners, meekness, and patience. She devoted 
herself by all the means in her power to the 
good of her neighbour, and her pious toil 
bore abundant fruit. By the power of the 
divine love, she often experienced ecstasies, 
and attained to the closest union with God 
in sublime contemplation. 

Christ, in order to show the merits of his 
most beloved spouse, declared that the heart 
of Gertrude was a pleasing dwelling-place 
for him. With especial piety she sought the 
Virgin Mother of God, whom she had re

ceived from Jesus as it were both as mother 
and guardian, and she received many bene
fits from her. Towards the most divine sa
crament of the Eucharist and to the passion 
of the Lord, she was moved with so great a 
love, that she would be often bathed in co
pious tears with the tender affection of a 
grateful soul. She aided the s'ouls of the just 

who had been delivered to the expiatory 
flame3 of Purgatory by daily gifts and 
prayers. She wrote many works for the 
fostering of devotion. She was also renown 
ed for the gifts of .divine revelations and of 
prophecy. Finally, weakened rather by a 
most ardent love of God than by any 
disease, she departed this life in the year· 

1292. She was rendered illustrious by God 

in miracles, wh en she was alive and after 

her de:~th. 



St Gertrude's 
on the metrch to et fruitful career 

Needle.:;s to say that the first steps of the 
infant school were watched with anxious 

eye:; by its founder, Abbot Torres, and by 
his Benedictine associate3 at the Monastery. 
Every detail concerning the nnrch of the 
ln:;titution was carefully n:>ted down with 
evident delight by the Abbey chronicler. 

1909 school year opened with 40 boarders, 
and closed with 77. The reputation of the 
College was well established and its future 
secure. Numbers kept increasing in sub
sequentyears to a top number of 112in 1912. 

The death of one of the boarders in 1909 
and the diphtheria epidemic of 1910 caused 
some concern for a time. A Health Inspect
or who visited the College, however, con
firmed previous repo~ts that hygienic condi
tions at St Gertrude's were all that could 
be dPsire~ and therefore 'sufficient'. No 
further inconveniences have been experi 

enced since in this regard. 

1909 also· registered the conver·sion of one 
of the students to the Faith. Others were to 
follow almost every year (with the consent 
of the parents) for as long as the College 
harboured a number of n::m-Catholic stu
dents. 

Life at St Gertrude's was what could be 

expected when College I ife was a rare ex
perience. The surroundings of the College 

were indeed unique, and former boarders 
lcve recalling to this day the happy memo
ries of peace and wholesome enjoyment. 

Concerts and literary displays were a fre
quent occurrence. The return of Abbot 
Torres from important missions abroad, his 
0epartur·e for Europe on behalf of the Mis

sicn, his feastday, the welcomed visits of 
per:;ona:~e:; of note: all these happen ings 
off~red the boarders an opport unity to stage 
concerts of n::> mean artistic quality. 

In 1913 St Gertrude's sister College, St 
lldephonsus', was declared opened. The oc
casion was considered a red letter day in 
the State. New life came to New Norcia, 

and m ::my of the girls at St Gertrude's could 
consider themseives fortunate to have at 

stone-throw distance their brothers or near 
relations. This was no small blessing when 
parents seldom,. if ever, had the opportunity 

of visiting their daughters for the best part 
of a year. 

The arrival and departure of so many 
ch i ldren became the important events at 
New Norcia every year. The consequences 
affected also the metropolis. Perth was not 



Ex-students gather around N ew Narcia's Abbot for Silver jubilee celebrations. 
Center - H is Lordship (Abbot A . Catalan, 0 S B) with Sisters ex-pupils of St Gertrude's 

the great c ity it is today. Early in February, 
and again in December (later also at mid
winter ) Perth's Railway Station was a sight 
to see, as well over two hundred children , 
their parents and relations, packed along 
the platform and crowded the nearby streets, 
giving ex pression to the feelings and excite
ment of the moment. Passers by watched in 
amusement and admiration. 

By the time St Gertude's commemorated 
its Silver Jubilee in 1933 times had changed. 
Ex-students could visit their Alma Mater un
noticed by busy crowds lost in the traffic of 

a bustling city, travelling by bus all the way 
to N ew Norcia. 

The Silver Jubilee celebrations lasted 

three days, 17, 18 and 19 November, 1933. 
For the f i rst time a number of ex -collegians 
reunited at New Norcia. Sister Julia, found

<ttion Sister of the College, then Provincial 
of the Sisters of St Joseph in the State, wel 
~omed them at the entrance of St Gertru
de's. In the gathering, which was represent
at ive of girls from all parts of the State, 

were mothers who had passed through the 
school, cheerfully chatting with their child
ren who hact succeeded to their places 
under the care of the Sisters. Among them, 
too, were Sisters of St Joseph, once pupils 
at St Gertrude's, but who had since filled 
the places once occupied by the pioneers 
who had taught them. 

Holy Mass in the chapel on St Gertrude's 
Feastday, Pontifical Mass in the Pro-Cathe
dral, the Jubilee dinner and a magnificent 
r;oncert with the reading and presentation 
of an address by one of the pupils were the 
main items on this august occasion. The ju
bilee cake was cut at the afternoon tea 
served at the College on Nov. 19, and 

Solemn Benediction in the convent chapel 
brought the celebrations to a close. 

We are indebted to one of the early 
hoarders for the following contribut ion to 
our brochure. It represents hitherto un
published notes, written on the occasion of 
the Silver Jubilee of the College, twenty 
five yeas ago. 



Vestibule and Front Entrance to St Gertrude's College 



The boarders' Dining Room 

Reminiscences of a boarder of the early days 
What a host of happy memorie3 c ::> me to 

our m :nds a3 we think and ta !!< over those 

c<~refree days of our early chi l dho ~ci and 

teens spent under the care of the early pion
eering Srs. of St Jo:;3 ;Jh a~ St Gertrude's. 
Most of the Sisters who formed the original 
band of teachers are now reaping the etern
al reward excepting Sr Aloysia and Sr Jo
seph Sth. Perth, Sr Michael (Vic.), Sr Mar

tha ( N.S.W.) 
Surely ours was a unique experience. To 

feel ourselve3 s::> closely a;;sociated with 
t he work of the r everend founder of the 
New N:>rcia Mi : sion, Bishop Salvado, in our 
close c::mtact with his ~ucce3sor the saintly 
and brilliant Bishop Torres. Where else in 
Australia would we have found a settlement 
so exclusively given over to the nurturing 
of Godliness and culture? 

We feel sure that the deep impressions 
engraven on our young minds both spiritual 
and cultural were the result of that atmos
phere of peace and serenity which even to
day is the admiration of the numerous visit

ors who visit the "City of God". 
Incidentally the first boarder to arrive was 

named Gertrude Henge fr:lm Gingin and the 
same day Marj::>rie Stevens who was later 
instructed and received into the Church by 

Cish::>p Torres; the first of many to receive 

the gift of Faith and also the grace of a 
religious vocation. Our first Postulant was 
given the name of Rosendo in memory of 
the founder of the Mission. Later numbers 

of others augmented the ranks of the Sisters 
of St Joseph and of other Religious Orders 
while many more embraced the Catholic 

Faith. 
In the days of "no met or cars" the arrival 

and departure of the girls was a highly com
plicated procedure. Most of us had to travel 
long distances by train and coach, and 
Mogumber the nearest station to New Nor
cia is 15 miles away. The journey to school 
was not so difficult as the trip home, as all 
did not arrive on the same day, with less 
strain on the transport facilities, but also 
the exodus must have been a severe head
ache for the Sisters who had to arrange 
transport for 90, 100 or 110 children and in 
the early hour:; of between three and five 
a.m. Modern electric ~ights were then un
known in country areas so by light of hur
ricane lamps five score girls scurried and 
scrambled in the effort to reach Mogumber 
in time to board the train. 

The alarm, if one was necessary, was 

the "Three O'Clock Bell" which pealed out 



Music pupils of the early days 

from the church belfry to call the monks 
to prayer, a reminder to us also to implore 
the protection of the Almighty before we 
set out. As always there was the reminder 
to link the spiritual with the temporal. 

It was a grand sight to see all those 
youngsters swarming in the improvised con
veyances amidst a babble of excited chatter
ing and laughter. Could any one forget it ? 
The farmers from the surrounding districts 
were all pressed into service with traps, 
buggies, sulkie3, and anything with two 
wheels and a horse to draw it. 

The pitch of excitement is readily under
stood when we went home, owing to the 
difficu lties of travel. 

Many were the delightful hours spent in 
the bush on picnics during the Mid-Wintet· 
Vacation with no school and an abundance 
of free time to read, sew, play or dance as 
suited each taste. 

Who can but smile as she recalls the first 
uniform Black Dresses, white celluloid col

lar and cuffs and -write in brackets- "Gem 
Hats". They were the bane of cur young 
lives, although fashionable at the time, and 

our one desire was to roll our "hard hitters" 

from the top of third-floor stilirs to the 
gr0un-::l- an endurance test and , of course 

only when the "favourable opportunity" oc
curred which was not very often. 

Later came the soft white collars an d 
panama hats. Great favourite3! 

Mass was celebrated each day by a Bene
dictine Monk accompanied by a dear old 
Brother as server. Who of those children 
who were prf'sent could ever forget those 
moments during which Holy Communion 
was distributed when the saintly old Bro
ther would walk from one child to another 
holding a lighted candle as the Priest gave 
Holy Communion to each? That scene has 
passed from St Gertrude's but will never be 
erased from the minds of the old girls. 

A familiar daily scene was the transport 
of the stores in a hand cart by Brother 
Benigno, a task which necessitated several 
journey3 and when an old g i rl returns she 
still somehow expects to see him round the 
corner laden with stores. 

Our boundary line or back fence was 
right at the top of the hill which overlooks 

the Mission. Outside this was an old ruin , 
called St Scholastica's, near which grew a 



large cactus heavily notched and engraven 

by the youthfu I prowlers who crawled 

through the f ence in their inordinate desire 

for self expression. The large park-like play

ground provided ample facilities f or bush 

cubbies and often on a Thursday afternoon 

on our box-table we wou ld find nuts. It 

was quite a while before we discovered the 

donor, Father Castana.res. 

Fr Lesmes, 0 S B, 

the men!? -artist 

Fig pick1ng was another treat while visits 
to the orange groves in the Monastery gar
den and the flourmill were a source of 
wondermerot to our childish minds. 

Numbered among the "big days" of the 
year was the show at Yarrawinda, where we 
displayed our p!ain sewing, fancy work and 
crafts of all kinds. St Patrick's day always 
went with swing. On the stroke of 5 a.m., 
a music pupil at each piano played "Hail 
Glorious St Patrick" and to the accompani
ment of the v i olins continued w ith Irish Airs 
till the Sisters were ready for prayers. 
"Second Well ' was the rendezvous for the 
picnic which followed. Two days later, St 
Joseph's day, a surprise concert was 
arranged for the Sisters; the practices being 
orgaroized on the top of the hill after school 

hours. Another two days later, St Benedict's 

day, we shared the Monks' celebration with 

a holiday to honour their saint ly founder. 

Nor were those young sou ls incapable of 

appre::iating the solemnity and beauty of the 

Easter Ritual . Ever y child kept silence en 

Holy Thursday and Good Friday but Oh! 

what a din after the "Regina" on Holy 

Saturday. 

The atmosphere of reverence which sur

r.:>unded the A l tar of Repose, the quiet of 

the church, the chanting and singing of the 

monks, the beauty of the liturgical music 

were unforgettable memories. 

Later in the year the feast of our Patron
ess was the occasion of due celebrations. 
The initial privilege was the celebration of 
Mass in the school chapel by His Lordship 

and sung by the Fathers. The special treat 

sent by the Bishop consisted of dishes of 

honey comb, fruit from the orchard, a 

pigeon for each child and a demi-john of 

wine- true Spanish hospita l ity. In the even
ing the Fathers attended the Fancy-dress 
Ball, happy in the happiness of the children. 

When Father Lesmes was painting the 
dome of the chapel , sometimes lying on his 

back on the scaffolding, we would creep in 
silent ly, stand silently and watch him work
ing so silently. This great calmness which 
pervaded a l l work was typical of life in the 

Mission. 

When news of the approaching death of 
our beloved Bishop Torres reached New 
Norcia, sadness crept into our young hearts 
and we prayed fervently that God would 
restore his hea lth, but such was not to be. 
The tol l ing of the death bells brought the 
sad tidings one day that he had gone to God. 

Each year cofltinued in this peaceful and 
joyful way. When with our carefree and 
youthful spirits we wandered over the 
fami l iar places- favourite spots which we 
hac! nam::!d appropriately "Flat Rock", 
"Cranberry Hill", picking mushrooms, 
gathering wild fl :>wers, chasing kangaroos 

and even on one occasion I remember, dig
ging out a porcupine. Even though we in

dulged in the more formal sporting activi
ties of tennis and hockey .I think our ram
bles over the hill were our first interest. 

May the "Old Girls" through the writer 
of this "Jubilee Number" express a sincere 
and grateful "Thank You" to the saintly 
courageous monks and Brothers of the 
Benedictine Order who left homes and loved 

land of Spain to spread God's Kingdom 

amJng the children and people of Western 

Austra ! ia in the pioneering days. 

We are all the richer in Catholicity and 

culture for their coming. 



North view of New Norcia before the boys' C:Jl!ege was built 

St Gert rude's sister College 
St Gertrude's preceded its sister institution 

for boys, St Ildephonse~s' College, by five full 

years. 
Although the foundations for the boys' 

College were laid towards the end of St 
Gertrude's first scholastic year, 1908, the 
solemn opening of St Ildephonsus' did not 

eventuate till 1913, one year before the 
death of its architect and founder. The ex4 

penses entailed in the erection of St Ger
trude's had been considerable, and the new 
building grew apace as new funds came to 

hand. 
Even when the building was completed 

Abbot Torres (then a Bishop) found it im
possible to obtain in Australia adequate 
instructors. He therefore approached per
sonally the Superior General of the Marist 
Brothers in France, who accordingly had 
the personnel of their already existing 
Australian Province strengthened, and New 
Norcia's demands could be answered. 

St Ildephonsus' was to be run on the same 
lines as St Gertrude's College, and for many 
years the Benedictine Community support
ed substantially the material administration 
of the new Institution on behalf of the child
ren. More recent arrangements, however, 
have gradually relieved the Community 
from further responsibility. St Ildephonsus' 
is under the sole control of the Marist 
Brothers. 

The building of a boys' College was to 
complete the education plan which Abbot 

Torres had conceived. Though children 

have come from the city from the early 
years, his aim was to afford country settlers 

under ~is jurisdiction educational facilities 
as fovourable at least as those enjoyed by 
dwellers of the metropolis. 

St Ildephonsus' College has also proved 

of great help to the happiness and comfort 
of the boarders at St Gertrude's. The girls 
and Sisters at St Gertrude's have felt and 
appreciated at all times the understanding 
ar.d co-operation of the Brothers and of the 
boys of St Ildephonsus'. 

Interschool debates between the boys of 
St Ildephonsus' College and the girls of St 
Gertrude's have become of late a regular 
feature for every term of the scholastic 
year. The move, initiated some years back, 

was a happy one. The practice it affords is 
yet another important link between the 
boarcl.ers of the two sister Institutions at 
New Norcia. The girls of St Gertrude's have 
always shown keen interest in the debates, 
no mean ability in stating their views, and 
gifts for public speaking. 

For a number of years St Ildephonsus' 
College M<tgazine has duly highlighted the 
main events at St Gertrude's, its elder sis
ter Institution. More recently the Marist 
Brothers, following an already established 
tradition, have gratiously favoured the girls 
with an important section in their College 
Annual. 



View of the boys' College from the Monastery 

Altar in the Chapel at 
St. Jldephonsus' College 

The gesture is duly appreciated by the 
Sisters of St Joseph and the girls at St Ger
trude's. It deserves especial mention in 
these page<> of St Gertrude's Golden Jubilee 
Magazine. 

As St Gertrude's College commemorates 
the fiftieth year of its fruitful existence, the 
rejoicing of its inmates is justly shared by 
many of the past, and by the prP.sent colle
gians of St Ildephonsus'. 

No records are available of all the ex-stu
dents of St Gertrude's who in later years 
married boys educated at St Ildephonsus'. 
It is known, however, that quite a number 
of boys and girls educated at New Norcia 
renewed in due course their school acquaint
ances. The sound education they all had re
ceived on a common religious and cultural 
background had laid, no doubt, the found
ation for many a happy home in city as well 
as in country areas all over the State. 

THE PICTURE 
St Ildephonsus, Bishop of Seville in Spain, 

re~eives a chasuble from the hand of Our 
Lady in reward for his defence of her vir
ginity against the heretic Elvidius. Elvidius 
can be seen vanquished and confused in 
the foreground (left), whilst the virgin Leo
cadia holds the votive candle (right). 
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Happily we of the A.C.A. join in paying tribute to the memory 

of Bishop Torres, the wonderful Sisters of St Joseph, past and 

present and to past and present pupils of St Gertrude's- and we 

take this opportunity of Congratulating all who have been or 

arc associated with any part of the full half-century of activities 

of St Gertrude's 

For and on behalf of 
all at A. C. A. 

D. J. MOONEY 
Monoging Director 

Chairman of Directo,. 

AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC ASSURANCE CO. LTD. 
(Incorporated in N. S. W.) 

HEAD O FFICE: A. C. A. Building, 66 King Street, Sydney, BX 2165. 

Principal Office in W.A: Warwick House, 63 St George's Terrace, Perth. BA 6815. 

and Branches throughout the Commonwealth. 

A. C. A. POLICIES ARE GOOD POLICIES 





The spires with ma·rb /e statue of St. Gertrude in the cent·re . 

Jubilee Ode 

Twin spires that soar unto cerulean height, 
Twin spires wrapped in the velvet cloak of night: 

Through all those nights and days of fifty years, 
What gladness you have witnessed and what tears 

You are the first to catch Aurora's gleam; 
The first ones kissed by Phoebe's argent beam; 

And looking down upon you all the while, 
Holy Gertrude bends with tender smile. 

All radiant from Heaven's golden bar, 
Her glances fall like light from far off star. 

Like placid lake reflecting morning's rise, 
On you she turns the glory of her eyes. 

Sweet are her smiles when little maids are glad: 
They turn to tear-drops when she sees them sad. 

But 0 today from Heaven's jasper wall, 
Holy Gertrude sees but joy in all . 

0 happy virgin linked with golden cord, 
Betokening thy closeness to Our Lord, 

Extend that cord, these ma iden hearts to twine, 
That theirs for ever may be I inked to thine. 

( Rev. Brian McBride) 



'DllaJonna 

by 

FERRUZZI 

Colour Printing by Service Printing Co. Pty. Ltd. (A. D. Scott). 

BLEST Queen of Heaven and mankind, 
In thee, and only thee, we find 
Perfection both of soul and mind. 

Thy vast humanity be shed 
Upon this world disquieted -
To Christ, through thee, may all be led. 

MARY KING 



SEQUENCE ... 

Lady, whose grace it was to do 
Common things divinely, 
Whose hidden life is threaded through 
Luke's woven cloth so finely 

That the eye must price the weave 
To catch its gold meander; 
Light of Eden, second Eve, 
Sweet single rose of can dour; 

Silence in which the Eternal Word 
Leapt down from heaven's high throne; 
Silence that many secrets heard 
And kept them for its own; 

Ark of rescue, which could contain 
The human race in One; 
To which across the deluged plain 
The sacred dove has flown; 

Burning bush, still unconsumed, 
Ablaze on holy ground; 
Bride with meekness clothed, perfumed 
With bliss, with glory crowned; 

Dawn-wading ibis; desert palm; 
Gold monstrance of our altars; 
Star of evening, shining calm 
On dark uneasy waters: 

Queen of Heaven, as we revere 
The Word that formed your story, 
So from our long distraction here 
Receive us into glory. 

JAMES McAULEY 



Appreciation 
by an ex-Collegian 

This appreciation of our esteemed Alma 
Mater, the scene of so many of our child
ish pleasures and pranks, is intended to 
bridge the gap between the old and the new. 

How many of us, on looking back realize 
our indebtedness to the wonderful pioneers 
who bequeathed to us this hallowed spot. \Ve 
have only to consider what an enormous 
influence it has had over our lives to appre
ciate it more readily. Needless to say while 
at school we were not so appreciative of the 
great privilege we were enjoying, being too 
young and immature to grasp their full sig
nificance. 

To my mind, one of the most outstand
ing was the generous co-operation and gra
cious assistance of no less a person than the 
famous composer, Rev. Dom S. Moreno, 
OSB. Nothing ever seemed a trouble to him 
and his very simplicity and easiness of ap
proach may possibly have caused us to 
underestimate his greatness. 

Many an hour of his valuable time was 
devoted generously and wholeheartedly t o 
St Gertrude's Choir and it was a sheer de
light to sing to the accompaniments of such 
a genius ; an experience never to be forgot
ten. He seemed to make each instrument he 
played a thing of life and soul-stirring 
beauty. 

We were also privileged to be able to 
sing a number of his compositions over the 
air, and he always took a great interest in 
our musical recitals and annual concerts; 
which needless to say, benefited greatly by 
his co-operation and experience. Of course, 
it goes without saying that the Sisters them
selves put a considerable amount of time and 

PRAYER 
Hail, Daughter of the Great Eternal Father, 

Sweet Mother of the Sole-Begotten One; 

Fan into flames of love our cooling ardour, 

Thou spouse of God, the Paraclete Divine. 

energy into these concerts, which could well 
have graced any stage. The plays and tab
leaux they produced were outstanding. In 
our day one of the Fathers again obliged 
by p;linting large screens and curtains 
which are still in use. 

We have been, in many instances, indebted 
to the Marist Brothers for their kind co
operation, particularly in the line of sport. 
Though hockey had evidently been played 
here in the early days, it no longer existed 
in our days until Brother Dominic very 
kindly o:'"fered. to teach us. Since then, thanks 
to him, hockey has taken pride of place in 
the sport at St Gertrude's. You may be sure 
we patronized the tennis and basketball 
courts to. 

It goes without saying that study was 
taken very seriously in its stride. Many an 
hour we spent poring over our books, en
deavouring to fulfil the two main purposes 
for which the College was erected, Religion 
and Knowledge. 

A familiar figure at the College was a 
native by the name of Melchior Taylor. 
Every day, for thirty years or more he 
faithfully drove the patient horse with . its 
quaint little cart to our kitchen door with 
goods from the Monastery Stcre, among 
which was the popular New Norcia bread, 
made by the monks. On one occasion Mel
chior entertained us by doing a dance of his 
own creation. We marvelled at the agility 
with which he performed it and the lightning 
speed of his movements. He was of an ex
emplll.ry character and just one among the 
many for whom the Benedictine Fathers 
and Sisters have done and are still doing, 

Obtain for us an ever-growing fervour, 

0, ·guide us in the path thy feet have trod; 

That this may be our bliss when life is over, 

A loving welcome at the Throne of God. 

(Contributed S.G.C. 1958) 



His Lordship, Dr Gregory Gomez, OSB, Abbot of N. Ncrcia, 
Patron of the College 

such splendid, self-sacrificing work for the 
greater glory of God, as their motto implies. 

The spirit of co-operation among the in
habitants of the Mission is most outstanding, 
and we owe a deep sense of gratitude to His 

Lordship, Abbot Anselm · Catalan, OSB, who 
took such fatherly interest in all our acti
vities as does the present Abbot, ·His Lord
ship Dr. Gregory Gomez,OSB, to whom we 
~incerely wish "Ad Mult03 Annos !" 



Senior Girls 
Back Row : left to right. G. Smith. P. Duffy. C. Read. E. Kelly. F. Maguire. G. Henryon. 
Second Row: D. Briggs. J. Towie. M. Gorman. M. Morocz. M. Pullen. M. Maxted. 

L . Leeder. N. Edmonds. 
Third Row : D. Clancy. V. Treasure. A Maxted. A. Duffy. F. Larcombe. M. ShEte. M. 

Moriarty. S. Collins. 
Fourth Row : E . Mcinnes. M. Goode. J. Yaksich. B. Manion. J. Hewitt. .E. Potter. M 

Fergueson. P. O'Brien. 
Front Row : R. Fitzgerald. Z. McLeod, M. Ardagh. J. Johns . K. Moroney. M. O'Halloran. 

Q. Sebastian. 

The Boarders 
The world of 1958 is vastly different from 

t hat of pre-war 1908. Apart from the two 
major conflicts which have wielded an in
calculable influence on man's history, the 
march of scientific development is felt even 
in the remotest corners of our island con
tinent. With modern means of communi
cation our near by country centres such as 
New Norcia are so closely associated with 
the capital that we look on them merely 
as outer suburbs, enjoying still the tranquil-

lity nece:;;sarily absent from the environs of 
our modern metropolis. And so we may 
accouJtt for the difference:s of outlook bet
ween us, the boarders of 1958, and our pre
decessors of half a century ago. 

As we read of the 'old' girls annual ex
citement at the approaching Christmas 
Holidays, their early morning jaunts in 
traps we almost envy them th eir novel ex
periences and think perhaps t hat the dis
tance was after all imaginary and t hen we 



are jolted into an appreciation of the ser
vices of the organizers of transport, as a 
modern Geraldton bus awaits us at our door 
at the normal hour of 9 a.m. 

Although we return home four times a 
year the excitement I am sure is not dim
med by the frequency. For weeks prior to 
holidays, apart from the inevitable exams 
which p::-ecede the 'hols' plans for the lat
ter are the main topic of conversation. And 
when the actual day arrives many are the 
traffic jams on the stairs as laughing, chat
tering girls endeavour to manoeuver their 
seemingly multiplied belongings into the 
awaiting bus. 

Cubicles- the Seniors' Dormitory 
. 

Naturally our 'leisure hours'- very debat
able title among the present girls- are spent 
in a variety of ways. We still explore the 
rocks and hills and enjoy the freshness of 
a mushroom hunt, or a walk to the old 
bridge on a hot evening, particularly if the 
break occurs in study time. 

One of the highlights of each term is the 
picnic to the sand plains, reservoir, Lani
gan's Well, Clune's Pool or \vhatever the 
choice may be. While on St Gertrude's Day 
after singing the Mass celebrated by the 
Lord Abbot in our Chapel, we clamber 
aboard the S.I.C. bus and the backs of 
trucks and head for Bindoon. For this we 
are very grateful to the Christian Brothers 

and boys who tolerate the invasion so hos
pitably, placing the whole establishment at 
our disposal replete with a horse. This day 
of all days is topped . off by a special film, 
the treat of the Marist Brothers, to ~hem 
we are indebted for many of our joy J'ides 
and fortnightly picture evening. 

Distance also presents no difficulty in the 
matter of inter school-ball and tennis mat
ches. Now we think nothing of covering the 
80 miles to Perth to compete against teams 
at Iona, St Columba's South Perth, Brigid
ines, Wembley and Sacred Heart Highgate 
in the Brothers' bus; while our tennis stars 
are represented annually in the Mursell 
Shield matches. Hockey is still first favour
ite in the sporting line with many and our 
participation in the Victoria Plains Hockey 
Association matches is increasing the gene
ral keenness. 

Some years ago the school was divided 
into four houses and the athletic and physi
cal culture display became an annual event. 
Its popularity is enhanced as it closes the 
winter term. During the afternoon each 
section gives a superb exhibition of march
ing, calisthenics, folk dancing or a formal 
drill which is followed by the track and 
team events, various novelty races, includ
ing the captains' which is usually hilarious
having to fish with their teeth for apples 
in a tub of water or hop up the running 
lanes with ankles tied. Needless to say 
parents patronize the eventful day and Old 
Girls gather to renew and maintain friend
ships. 

Visitors to St Gertrwie's are often im
pressed by the fact that whatever the time 
of the day on any day of the week, with 
the exception of Sunday there is a piano 
or a violin being played. Music seems to 
have been a prominent feature of life at 
St Gertrude's in its early days and fifty 
years later we are still producing promising 
young musicians. 

Schooling has kept pace with th~ demands 
of modern life and we are prepared 
thoronghly for the Junior and Leaving 
exams. In our opinions our teachers err at 
times on the side of thoroughness, but we 
are forced to admit that public examination 
results are very gratifying. 

Newcomers to the school are often in 
awe a t the courage and skill of the Friday 



Intermediate Group 
Back Row : left to right. B. Hynes. G. TreasurP.. P. Reilly. K. Downs. P. Patsy. R. Lucas. 

C. Lilly. C. Ralph. L. Hayne3. 
Second Row : A. O'Meara. K. Hayne!>. B . Ch 01mbers. L . Constantino. P. Thakaray. B. 

Ryan E. Humphreys. B. Thompson. G. Wil liams. M. T)leunisson. M. Foy. 
Th ird Row: A. Hewitt. F . Maxted. D. Gam bel. S. W ilson. T. Morellini. S. P edrozoli. J . 

Ross. J . Minch in. G. Huxley. C. Murray. M. Culhane. B. Connor. 
Fourth Row: P. O'Leary. A. Jones. P . G0u ge. K . Rodan. M. O'Brien. P. Brophy. L. 

P a ranthoine. R. Carnacelli. P. Harrington. 
Front Row: (kneeling) F . Garbelini. R. Smallshaw. R. Passamoni. 

night debaters and wonder rather ·tremu
lously wh en might be their t urn; but our 
varying successes and defeats at t he h ands 
of the boys of S .I.C. have convinced us that 
the feminine argumentative skill is not al
together supreme in spite of contrary 
opinion. 

Since the advent of our newest acqui
sition, the radio-gram we pass much of om· 
'spare' time listening to r ecords and only 
.after considerable effort and risk can one 
~ros;; the star:e between the dancers. The 
~ .ound of Elvis' voice in St Gertrude's would 
certainly be new to all but the very late::;t 
-old girls - think what they missed! Prob
ably th-:?y would not have appreciated it. 

Dur-ing second term the Y.C.S . organize 

a Fancy Dress Ball the proceeds for the 
missions, and many are the weird and 
wonderful costumes manufactured. Half the 
fun lies in the preparation. Occasionally the 
same organization's Dramatic Group organ
izes a . concer-t for some special event such 
as St Joseph's Day to everyone's delight 
ar.d usually succeeds in unearthing some 
hidden talent. 

Religion is ·still the centre and mainstay of 
life at New Norcia. Liturgical activities of 
every phase of the Church Year, the solem
nity of the ceremonial of High Mass, the 
actuality of Rogation processions which 
we really thought were part of mediaeval 
ritual having never witnessed one, form 
part of our every day life on the Mission. 



One of the new 

Dormitories 

Recently the spacious balconies have been encJosed with clear glass windows. The 
arrangement has supplied two extra dormitories, bright and airy, whilst the plastering 
of the gothic arches round the windows adds to the finish of the exterior building. 
Other improvements include indoor conveniences and hot water system much appreci
ated by the children. 

An important event towards the close 

of the Second term is the retreat preached 

by a Redemptorist Father. New Girls are 

usually aghast at the thought of not speak

ing for three days, but we have yet to find 

the one who is glad when it is over. "I didn't 

realize you could feel so close to God!" a 

remark overheard at its close is indicative 

of the general spirit of fervour which pre

vails during those days of silence. 

We need hardly stress the interest which, 

ev.ery year, the girls show in the almond 

laden trees which line the front drive. Later 

in the year these trees are a delight to be
hold, when they are a mass of blossom: In 
fact the college, which has an imposing 
site is as interesting and beautiful on the 

outside as on the inside. Few chapels can 

boast of such painting and such delicate 

woodwork while the artistically painted 

walls and ceilings can perhaps be said to 

be a feature of all the buildings in New Nor-

cia. Indeed, these beautiful interior walls 

must surely be unsurpassed in W.A. 
And s.o passes the sunshine and shadow 

of our lives at S.G.C. "Shadow!" the adults 

query ''where?" but sometimes they are 

only too real to the mind of the adolescent. 

Such times as when those too elusive berets 

and 'pinnies' desert us at the regulated 

time, when something more vigorous is 

necessary to urge our flagging footsteps in 

the pu;rsuit of knowledge, or when we fail 

to recognize the demands of order in con

cealing our countless treasures behind 

closed doors. 

But in common with those countless other 
students who have benefited spiritually and 
scholastically under the guidance of the 

Sisters of St Joseph, we leave St Gertrude's 

regretfully, one of the few of our education

al institutes which still maintains that old 

world atmosphere which came with the 

venerable founders of the Mission. 





Music Pupils (advanced Group) 
Back Row: left to right. J. Towie. F. Maguire. A. Maxted. 

Centre Row: G. Treasure. D. Briggs. M. Pullen. E. Mcinnes. 
Front Row: E. Potter. V. Treasure. F. Larcombe. 

tions is produce every fortnight the Col
lege paper "THE FLEDGLING". Just to 
make sure that · we do not lose touch with 
the world outside the Current Affairs Group 
procures the papers and cuts out all they 
know will intere.st us- both as students and 
girls - and pin their cuttings on one of the 
notice boards. All the credit for the posters 
which appear and the design for the front 
page of 'The Fledgling' goes to this group 
too. 

Those who have talent in the Music or 
Dramatic spheres naturally join the group 
of that name and they are also responsible 
for the organization of concerts and the 
annual Fancy Dress Ball. One of their 
greatest achievements so far was the or
ganization of a Fashion Parade which raised 
a considerable sum for the Missions and 
also provided entertainment for our neigh
bours. 

One of the most popular groups because 
of its activities is the Social Group. This 
naturally appeals to the minds of girls be
cause it deals with fashions, organization 
of Saturday night dances and the compiling 
of a Book of Fa>hions. They work to guide 
the rest of the school in their choice of 
clothes showing them how to dress both 
fashionably and modestly. 

Finally the Mission Group, for all those 
interested in the propagation of the Faith. 
We have more opportunities than most as 
we have a Mission right at our front door. 

From this you will have gathered the 
important part Y.C.S. plays in our everyday 
lives in the student Apostolate. It helps to 
maintain the standard of our school at its 
traditional level as well as providing the 
opportunities to develop any hidden talent 
we may possess. 

(D. BRIGGS, President) 



Informal gathering of ex-students who ·attended the Golden jubilee Celebrations 
In the Golden Jubilee reunion (June 22, 1958) were representatives of three gene

rations, who, inspired by the same spirit of lasting friendship and happiness, lived to
gether again for a few brief hours the p~ace and contentment of years gone by. 

The Jubilee Celebrations 
+ + + 

For the convenience of all those concern
ed, mainly the boarders and Ex-Collegians 
of St Gertrude's. the Golden Jubilee Cele
brations were held earlier in the year, in 
June, and not late in November where they 
naturally belonged. 

Sunday, June 22nd, was all too short a 
day for the hundred and more ex-:;tudents 
and well wishers of St Gertrude's College 
who travelled by car and by bus to felicitate 
the Sisters of St Joseph on the Golden 
Jubilee of the College. 

Seldom, if ever, has the 50 years old Con
vent had such a colourful, crowded anll suc
cessful series of events, linking together, 
with golden threads, the Sisters and their 
pupils, present and past. But to go back a 
little. 

In 1908 Bishop Torres, New Norcia's 
second Bishop, opened a College for our 
Catholic West Australian girls in the pecu-

liarly Catholic atmosphere of the then iso
lated Spanish Benedictine settlement aL 
New Norcia. It was a courageous gesture in 
1908. Glance bad { to W .A. of 50 years ago. 
Surely this new foundation, "in the bush", 
82 miles from Perth, 15 miles from the near
est railway station took high courage and 
vision. Yes, it took the vision of that schol
arly, cultun:!d gift to Australia, personified 
in Right Rev. Fulgentius Torres, OSB, More 
fittingly to decorate its exquisite Gothic 
chapel and elsewhere came out Fr Lesmes, 
OSB, Brother Salvador and Mr Casellas. 
Culture in its wider sense had its setting. 
This College has prospered even up to the 
vision of its saintly Founder, as its worthy 
record attests and as the quality of its ex
Stuqent~ on June 22nd witpessed. 

The Jubilee functions began fittingly with 
a Pontifical High Mass, delayed to 10 a .m. 
for the convenience of the many who 



journeyed up- even from as far distant spots 
as Kalgoorlie, Geraldton and Margaret 
River and who comfortably packed the 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. Lord Abbot 
Gregory. Gomez, OSB, celebrated in full 
pontifical. The Benedictine choir, today some 
40 strong, sang Perosi's Mass of Jubilation, 
'Te Deum Laudamus'. His Lordship preached 
or rather thanked God, in the name of all, 
for the mighty deeds done in His Name in 

Luncheon to these many guests was taste
fully · and . lavishly served in St Gertrude's 
refectory and adjoining rooms, as the guests 
lived over again, even more joyously, the 
years spent with their Alma Mater. A brief 
toast list had for Chairman Rev. Brother 
Oliver, Din~ctor of SIC. An eloquent Mrs 
Ho~an lauded the. Benedictine Atbots:r:~.r.res, 
Catahln and Gomez. The last named re-

. plied and traced the pre-history of SGC., as 

Sisters of Stfoseph, 

ex-pupils of St Gertrude's, 

visit their Alma Mater. 

Centre-
His Lordship, Dr G. 

Gomez, Abbot of N. N. 

Fourteen Sisters, ex-pupils of St Gertrude's ·visited 'again their Alma Mater on the 
:nemorahle occasion of the Golden Jubilee Celebrations. Some belonged to the early 
years of the College and were later teachers at their own School. One of them (Sr. 
Benedict) was Superior at St Gertrude's on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee comme-

moration (1933). 

the past 50 years. After Mass he gave the 
Pontifical blessing, with its plenary indul
gence and the choir sang full-throatedly the 
Te Deum. 

Besides Ex-Students, -some dating back 
to its opening years, and parents and well
wishers, were representatives of St John of 
God's . Sisters; of the Presentation Sisters; 
of the Benedictine Sisters, and representa
tive gathering of Sisters of St Joseph, in
cluding their Sister Provincial and 14 from 
among the 47 students of St Gertrude's in 
the religious life. 

well as its development with his quiet ease. 
The genial Chairman rightly eulogised in his 
toast of SGC., the ever high cultural level of 
St Gertrude's that makes it second to none. 

The reply was in the capable hands of Mrs 
Burke, sincere and heartfelt. Mrs .J.J. Clune 
had the honour of lauding the Sisters of St 
Joseph whose fi!le record made the task an 
easy and pleasant one, happily done. In re
ply Rev. Sister Bertrand, so well known to· 
every generation of St Gertrude's and her
self one of the pioneer students most sin
cerely and aptly replied. The Jubilee, three-



The College Dining Room set up for the G. jubilee luncheon 

tier cake, presented by Mrs J.J. Clune was 
cut by Lord Abbot Gomez. 

A prominent feature in the Golden Jubi
lee Celebrations wa3 the mag-nificent con
cert staged by the boarders of St Gertrude's 
at the Hall of St Ildephonsus' College. The 
Hall was packed to capacity, and a Hall 
twice as big should have been necessary to 
accomodate all those who had come, which 
was the only inconvenience experienced on 
St Gertrude's day of joy and triumph. In 
order to allow all the inhabitants of New 
Norcia and neighbourhood to enjoy the 
treat to be presented by the girls of St 
Gertrude's on the Sunday, two othel' perfor
m:mce3 were given on Saturday, one in .: the 
afternoon and the other in the evening. 

The major items were "The Shepherdess 
of Lourdes", the Bohemian Girl" by Balfe, 
and a tableau of the life of St Gertrude. 
St Gertrude's has ever been outstanding for 
its unusually high standard in music, in 
song and in the art of speech. But seldom 
have all three, together w ith costuming 

and histrionic ability been so gloriously 
blended as in the perform:mce presented on 

this historic occasion. 

During the intervals between the Acts, 

both of 'The Shepherdess of Lourdes' and 

of the Opera ex-pupils of St Gertrude's re

galed the audience with choice items at 
the piano and the violin. 

The choice of the "Shepherdess of Lour
des" was most opportune. St Gertrude's 
Golden Jubilee coincided with the centenary 
year of the Apparitions of the Immaculate 
Conception at L ourdes in 1858. Whilst hund
reds of Australian pilgrims were visiting the 
shrine of Our Lady in th= Pyrenees, the pu
pils of St Gertrude's re-enacted at New 
Norcia one of the many happy incidents 
often witne;;sed in that hallowed spot. 

Proper costuming and natura l acting lent 
much charm to the Play, whilst the strain 
of soft heavenly music was heard occa<sion
ally coming from the colourful distant back
ground. 



The Days' Programme 
MORNING FUNCTIONS 

10 p.m. Pontifical High Mass in the New 

Norcia Pro-Cathedral 

12.30 p.m. Luncheon at St Gertrude's College. 

AFTERNOON PROGRAMME 

2 p.m. Concert 

Overture Piano Solo E. Mcinnes A.Mus.A 

("March of the Dwarfs", Grieg) 

PLAY 
THE SHEPHERDESS OF LOURDES 

CHARACTERS 

Bernardette: Shepherdess- Frances Larcombe 
Elenora: Princess of Valencia -Deidrie Briggc; 
Rosabella : Her blind daughter- Mary Pullen 
Lucilia: Her younger sister Beryl Manion 
Laurinda : A governess Anne Duffy 
Antonia; MnriE: Ardagh 
Mina : Jeanette Johns 
Marie : Bernadette's younger sister: Anne 

Josepha : 
Amalia: 
Inez: 
Helen : 
Our Lady: 

ACT I 

O'Meara 
Moira O'Brien 

Leonie Paranthoiene 
:Maureen Foy 
Yvonne Lang 

Margaret Gorman 

Scene: The Grotto of Lourdes. 

Violin Solo G. Price 
("Hungarian Dance," Brahms) 

ACT II 

Scene: In the castle of the Prince of Valencia 
at San Sebastian, Spain. 

Piano Solo M. Lanigan A.Mus. A. 
("Wedding Day," Grieg) 

ACT Ill 

Scene: The Grotto of Lourdes as in Act I 

The scene of Bernadette's monologue -and 
her vision of the Virgin enraptured the 
audience -during the First Act. 

In the castle of the Prince of Valencia 
at San Sebastian (Spain), the loneliness 
and earnest pleading for relief of his blind 
daughtPr created an atmosphere of sym
pathy increased by the stern behaviour of 
the blind girl's mother. Gradually the feel-

Our Lady appears t:l Bernardette 

Elenora with her two daughters shows her 
gratitude to Bernardette 

ings of sympathy and sadness gave way to 
hopeful expectation. Miraculous interven
tion in happenings at the grotto of Lourdes 
were the topic of conversation everywhere. 
The unbelieving mother would not hear of 
so much nonsense and superstition. Lucilla, 
however, arranged to take he:r blind sister 



Rosabella on a pilgrimage · to Lourdes un
der cover of the night. (Second Act). 

At Lourdes they interview Bern:u'.ette 
who fills them with confidence in 1he power 
of the Mother of God. They pray at the grot
to of the heaveniy visitor, Rosabella's eye
sight is restored to her, and with it piety 
and belief to their obstinate mother. Thus 
the Third Act brought the Play to a happy 
and inspiring end. 

OPERA 
THE BOHEMIAN GIRL 

THE ARGUMENT 

A band of wandering Bohemian gipsies 

carry off Arline, daughter o <' their enemy, 
Count Arnheim. Thaddeus, a fugitive from 
the defeated Polish army who has taken re
fuge with the Bohemians, makes the child 
his special charge, resolving to restore her 
to her father whenever the wandering tribe 
shall be near his domains. This opportunity 
does not occur for twelve years; as he is 
then on his way with her to the castle, they 
are seized by the count's retainers, and taken 
before him. Arline's parentage is then de
clared, and she is acknowledged by the 
count; but she refuses to be separated from 
Th3.ddeus, who has so carefully tended her. 
The Count finding that Thaddeus had been 
an officer in the Polish army, and a noble
man · in his native country, yields at leng1h 
to the wish of Arline that he should be re

ceived as a friend, and the piece enrls with 
rejoicing. 

. CHARACTERS 

Count Arnheim 
Arline (his daughter) 

Thaddeus 
Dehloff (a gipsy) 

The Gipsy Queen 

Frances Maguire 
Marion Goode 

Valerie Treasure 
Anne Duffy 

Derral Clancy 
Chorus of retainers and gipsies 

Accompaniste E. Mel nnes 

Part I The castle and grounds of Count 
Arnheim, near Presburg. Count and Retain
ers are preparing for the Chase: a party is 
raising the Austrian flag, bea:::ing the double 

· headed Eagle. 

Count Arnheim with his attendants 

The Queen of the Gypsies with Thaddeus and 
Arline 

Thaddeus (left) restores Arline to her Father 

Recitation (Cooney's Daughter) D. Briggs 

Part II (After 12 years) A gipsy encamp
ment near Presburg. 



Violin Solo 

(Allegro Brillant.e) 

FINAL SCENE 

Our L ady crowns St 

Gertrude at her 

Entrance into Heaven 

E. Mcinnes A .Mus.A. Part Ill Castle and grounds of Count Arn
heim . 
Piano · Solo Selected · M. · Mc1nnes · A~ Mus.A 

\ 

~~~-& 
TA BLEAU 

Scenes fro m the Life of St Gertrude 

CHARACTERS 

Mary Pullen 

Margaret Gorman 

Convent 

S;::ene II St Gertrude at prayer 
Scen e Ill St Gertrude's Entrance into 

St Gertrude 

Our Lady 

Scene I St Gertrude's Entrance into the Heaven 
AFTERNOON TEA 

5.30 p.m. So lemn Bened iction of the Bl essed Sacr ament . 

On Debating 
by J. Hewitt 

Every one looks forward to debates. with 
the possible exception of the luckless repre
sentatives, though if these were given to 
self-analysis they'd have to admit that theirs 
are mixed feelings. Debates are fun even if 
rather terrifying. 

The first stage of the preparations com
mences when the boys . arrive one evening 
at the front door. With heart thumping and 
clutching the precious paper with proposed 
suggestions the girls .invade the sacred pre
cincts of the hall . (very careful to tread on 
the carpet and not the gleaming boards). 

Sometimes the subject is chosen in record 
time, but when less astute diplomats are con
cerned a deadlock sometimes results. In the 

event of such an occurrence the procedure 
adopted is that of sitting saying nothing in 
particular until inspiration suddenly des
cends on one or the other parties (it seems 
rather like a Quaker meeting). After much 
consideration and deliberation a subject is 
finally decided on and sides chosen. The 
idea is to manoeuvre your opponent into 
choosing the subject you have your heart 
set upon thus enabling you to choose your 
side. 

An expert will employ her skill to see that 
the subject is so worded that her team has 
the affirm:ttive side, this being a consider
able advantage. 

Next step is to emerge and inform the 



S.G.C. 1958 Children 

of Mary 

pose in front of their 

.altar after the annual 

Corpus Christi Pro-

cession. 

Back Row: left to right. G. Smith. F. Maguire. E. Kelly. C. Read. L. Leeder. M. Gorman. 
Second Row: A. Duffy. M. Pullen. G. Henryon. P. Reilly. J. Towie. P. O'Brien. 
Third Row: S. Collins. (Vice President) D. Briggs. (President>- J . Yaksich. D. Clancy. 

K . Moroney. M. Goode. V. Treasure. B. Hynes. B. Thompson. 
Fourth Row : F. Garbillini. M. Ferguson. F. Morellini. B. Chambers. E . Mcinnes. P. 

Hynes. M. Culhane. 
Front Row: M. Hawkins. H . Foy. A. O'Meara. C. Lilly. M. Hunt. M. Izzo. 

DURING THE YEAR THE FOLLOWING WERE CONSECRATED 
Queenie Sebastian. Nina Edmonds, Mary 
Shute, Zelma McLeod, Gillian Yaksich, 
Beryl Manion, ..A.nne O'Meara, Anne Hewitt. 
Eleanor Humphrey, Janice Ross, Rita Carni
celli, Kay Rosan, Anne Jones, Patricia 
Reilly, L0retta Costantina, P am Harrington, 

Lynette Haynes, 

-school of the results. Cheers or howls of 
wrath may result, according to the views, 
·political or otherwise of the majority. 

I will skim over the ordeal of writing the 
debate, agonie3 of creation just isn't the 
1Jhrase and worse still is commiting it to 
memory not to mention the strain on the 
·eyesight caused by deciphering the scrawl. 
The big question is- is line A written· over 
1ine B or is line B superimposed on line A? 
After much calculation it is decided definite
'ly that neither is correct, it should be line C. 

And so the big night and with it the phy
·sical phenomena usually attributed to a bad 
case of fright, at l~ast for the three speakers. 
'The rest of the school is horribly cheerful, 
even having the audacity and tactlessness 
·to wish there were more debates. Not a word 
of commiseration forthcoming. All the same, 
it must be admitted that a part from the 

Patricia O'Leary, Colleen Murray, Glenis 
Treasure, Leonie Paranthoine, Pam Brophy, 
Colleen Lilly. 
ASPIRANTS: Gillian Huxley, Rosa Passa
mani, Kaye Dawn, Pat Potsey, Marianne 
Theunisson, Faye Maxted, Maureen Foy, 
Kerry Haynes. 

fright it is rathl'>r interesting to see the 
audience from the stage and of course there 
are other consoling thoughts, but if one 
could only think of them at the time. 

From the audience's viewpoint debates . are 
an entertainment second only to . the pictures 
and provide a legitimate way of letting off 
steam. On their appearance the teams re
ceive what the papers call a 'tremendous 
ovation' and the announcement of the result 
releases a torrent of cheers, stamping of 
feet and clapping of hands. 

We can be serious though . and appreciate 
the merits and demerits of the arguments 
of the respective teams. Back seat drivers 
enjoy tearing the oppositions case to shreds 
and anxiously wait the refuting to see if our 
leader has had the same inspiration. The re
futation is by far the worst ordeal for it 
carinot '"be prepared and memorised. Wh1le 



The Hockey Teams 
Grade A. From Centre: (left) F. Maguire fCaptain). L. Leeder. M. Gorman. M. Pullen. 

J . Towie. J . Johns. P. O'Brien. A. Duffy B. Leeder. J. Hewitt. K. Hynes. 
Grade B. From Centre :(right) G. Henryon, N. · Edmonds. M. Maxted. B. Manion. F. 
Larcom be. D. Clancy. L . Hynes. S. Collins ( Captain). B. Hynes. P . Goude. K. Rodan. 

frantically essaying tc recall the words one 
wants to use, to read the notes scattere<l 
haphazardly over reams of paper, to decide 
rapidly on the essential flaws in the oppositi
on's argument rebut these forcefully yet 
briefly, one must appear perfectly calm and 
composed and refer to the paper as little as 
possible. 

It is strange h:)W quickly the platform be
comes familiar and nervousness (most of it 
anyway) evaporates. Perhaps the first thing 
that strikes anyone speaking for the first 
time is the table. Seen at close quarters it 
is enormous, much more impressive than 
when seen from the hall. It seems· terribly 
important, rather like the table one expects 
the Big Four to confer around and does not 
serve to inspire confidence. Our speeches and 
notes suddenly seem inept and inadequate, 
but someone in the audience grins and it 
becomes merely an ordinary table. 

The climax comes as the adjudicator 
mounts the steps to announce the victors. 
You can almost feel the tension in the air. 
Is it the girls or have the boys won'? A 
few minutes the answer is known; favour
able of otherwise the teams leave the stag~ 
feeling depleted but satisfied irrespective 
of the result. 

Three debates were held this year on 
topics mnging from the desirability of the 
Press in Law Courts to whether or not T.V. 
was to be regretted. Our Leavings ond Juni
ors convinced the adjudicators, if not the 
opposition of their superiority, but the sub
leavings were not so skillful, or shall we 
say the boys were better than the others in 
asserting that the White Amtralian Policy 
should be abolished. Even so we were not de
feated. The adjudicators could not decide 
and for the first time the debate was de
clared a draw. 

Let future teams do better! 



The Tennis Players 
Back Row: left to right. M. Maxted. M . Pull en. C. Lilly. F . Maguire. G. Srr.ith. L.LeedeT 

(Captain) S. Collins. 
Front Row: Z. McLeod. P . O'Leary, J. H ewitt. J. Minchin. 'VI. O'Brien. B. Leeder. 

In Front : B. Manion. 

1958 SPORTS DAY 
The second term of 1958 will long live in 

the memory of the present pupils by reason 
of the intense round of extra activity asso
ciated with the Golden Jubilee celebrations. 
Opera, drama practices absorbed all our 
spare mon:ents during the early part of the 
term although we did manage some inter
house basket ball and hockey matches when 
the weather permitted and so the puints 
allotted to each mounted slowly. However 
even though the immediate preparation for 
sports day was unusually curtailed the gene
ral enthusiasm was more spirited than ever 
and resulted in a very exciting performance 
on the 17th August. 

A heavy downpour on Saturday damped 
many spirits as well as a previously water
logged field, but the 17th exceeded expect
ations and dawned with cloudless skies. 

The arrival of so many parents and well 
wishers, the waving of the bunting in the 
breeze and the sight of the car which, this 
time will take us home all contributes to
wards that exhiliration peculiar to sports 
day. 

To open the programme we presented the 
usual figure march accompanied by the blue 
and white clad drummers from S.I.C. whose 
efficiency incidentally contributes to our ex
tra affort and the precision of the display. 
The judge·s decision for this event was in 
favour of Our Lady's team who by reason 
of the 20 marks, came to the fore. 

Following this event the intermediates 
fascinated the audience with a ball rhythm 
while the junior members of the school trip
ped daintily through the measures of the 
"Wattle Dance" miming • the opening and 
closing of the floral cluster. The completion 



of the display was in the hands of- the senior 
school who combined precision and grace in 
their execution of a series of eurhythmic 
exercises. 

The fever of subdued excitement then 
sought expression as the track events tool~ 

place in rapid succession. St Gertrude's (red\ 
seemed to be supreme in these as they soon 
moved into first place, but Our Lady's (blue) 
and St Joseph's (Gold) vied with them and 
displayed more mastery in the ball games, 
always a delight to the spectators, and the 
sight of our not so light comrades tumbling 
in s;;tcks, :others struggling with shoe laces 
in the early morning race, the 'captains striv-

THE CAPTAINS 

Joan Towie- St 
Joseph's (Gold) 

Sue Collins- St 
Gertrude's (Red) 

Lesley Leeder- Our 
Lady's (Blue) 

Mary Pullen- St 
Patrick's (Green) 

ing to support a broom on their hand evoked 
many a laugh from the onlookers. 

The tension reached a climax before the 
last relay . as the announcer, Brother Tar
cisius informed us of the scores, with St Jo
seph's leading by half a mark from Our 
Lady's and six in front of St Gertrude's. 
This event was the decisive factor in the 
third lap Our Lady's ·representative forged 
ahead and with that victory won the shield. 

Rev. Brother Oliver tendered the vote of 
thanks on behalf of the Sisters and intro
duced Fr Boniface, OSB, who presented the 
trophies and congratulated the girls or. 
tlieir achievements. 

CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 

Lord Abbot's trophy for the best all rot.:nd 
athlete and sportsmanship: 

Ch11mpion Athlete 
Under 16 Champion 
Under 15 Champion 
Under 14 Champion 

Under 13t Champion 

Mary Pullen 
Jennifer Hewitt 

Kathleen Moroney 
Kay Rodan 

Sandra Wilson 

liea Teresa Morellini and Pat Potsey 
Under 12 Champion Maria Izzo 
Under 10 Champion Catherine Clune 

Best and fairest Hockey Lesley Leeder 

Best and fairest Basket Ball Mary Pullen 

Deportment (senior) Moya Ferguson 

(intermediate) 

(junior) 

Sack Race 

Early Morning Race 

Anne O'Meara 

Helen Foy 

MargD.ret Morcocz 

Maureen O'Halloran 

Siamese Race Pat Duffy and Robyn Lucas 

Book Race Norma Shute 

Thread the Needle 

Captain's Novelty 

Faye Maxted 

Beryl Manion 



TROPHY WINNERS 

From left: M. Izzo. Under 12. Kay Rodan- Under 15. Sue Collins- Sportsmanship. Pat 
Potsey- Under 13 (tied), Mary Pullen All round Athlete and Sportsmanship- Lesley 
Leeder- Captain of winning team and Best and fairest hockey. 
K. Moroney- Under 16. T. Morellini- Under 13 (tied) S. Wilson- Under 14. C. Clune
Under 9. 

St Gertrude's Gala Day reviewed 
(By Deidrie Briggs and Jennifer Hewitt) 

Sports Day! What a mixture of pleasure, 
anxiety, excitement and trepidation this 
particular day brings to us. For weeks be
fore we live in anticipation and then in a 
flash it seems, ic is over, and we are starteu 
on our holidays. You see, our Sports Day 
occurs on the last day of second term and 
so, a>: soon as it is over we are off on our 
way home. 

The great day is really the culmination 
of weeks of preparation. We practise march
ing and we practise ball-games and then 
','li'e practise running and drill. I sometimes 
think that all the preparation and practise 
has a lot to do with the peculiar atmosphere 
of sports day; there is something about the 
march and displays after the weeks of 
practising, a hard-to-be defined exultation 
almost. 

On Sunday morning we wind up all the 
previous prepar a tion with one last wild 
flurry of feverish searchings, cleaning, car-

rying and examination. Every so often a car 
draws up and there is much craning · of necks 
to see the number plate. 

Rows of gleaming cups stand in the class 
room and in exclamation and sighs of envy 
the stark piles of report books are over
looked. Who's worried over exams anyway 
when it's Sports Day and holidays begin 
tomorrow? 

Dinner is strange in a Ref. that is half 
empty and tangs of p olish and various clean
ing agents. Afterwards ribbons must be ad
justed and captains are expected to produce 
an infinite number of safety pins. 

Really it's not a daY of straight athletics. 
The college is divided into four teams which 
compete against each other, but equally 
popular and numerous are novelty races and 
ball games. Our numbers are not great 
enough to allow us to take on serious athle
tics and besides we find it far more fun to 
engage in that which is novel. This is far 



SPO-RTS DAY at St Gertrude's 

more entertaining for our parents and 
friends who come as spectators, too. 

To open Sports Day we have a Grand 
March. No matter if it has been raining for 
days before; somehow, by the time we fall 
in for the march, the clouds have dispersed 
and the sun peeps through (the result of 
many Hail Holy Queens, I think). 

No one who has ever marched this march 
could forget it- how could anyone, I know 
I never shall. I think I will always remem
ber girls pouring out from all doors and . 
racing crazily up the hill on Saturday after
noon for marching practice, each afraid that 
her absence might cause a loss of marks to 
her team. Then on the day itself the sight 
of blue sports tunics, green grass, white 
sandshoes and sox, and white clad drum
mers are a colourful spectacle not easily 
forgotten. The four teams represented by 
four colours and each with a patron saint, 
are distinctive by their respective coloured 
sashes and trimmings on the tunics and the 
designs which we form, thus attired are 
really effective. 

The march is followed by a display of 
Physical Culture from seniors, Intermedi
ates and Juniors ranging from something 
in the Maypole line from the tiny tots to 
the extremely intricate steps and actions 
that we seniors perform in the rod, or hoop 
drill. And then it is down to the serious 
business of races with each member of the 
different teams straining every muscle to 
win the prized marks. P erhaps the most 
popular event is the Captain's novelty in 
which the dignity of the3e hard worked be-

mgs is entirely lost as they soak themselves 
in a vain effort to extract (with their teeth 
only) an apple from a tub or hop madly 
along with their legs tied firmly together. 
Then our 'models' grace the field with sacks, 
the tardy risers strive for supremacy in the 
"Early Morning Race". And so the fun ~nd 
excitement ·grows as we urge our team 
mates on to victory while at times we gaze 
in dismay as the hurdles seem to loom as 
insuperable obstacles to the one we banked 
on winning those vital eight points. 
Gn~at also is the barracking &s the many 

old girls wildly flourish the colours of their 
old teams and our more than slightly proud 
parents make friends with one another as 
they discuss the merits of the different 
teams, and when this subject is exhausted, 
there is always the engaging one of their 
daughters to fall back upon. 

When at last the best team has won the 
teams fall in behind their flags and the 
crowd presses in, as the principal of the 
Marist Brothers' Collge introduces our 
Lord Abbot Gr0gory Gomez, OSB, who 
presents the Shield to the victorious team. 
From that moment the cheers ring out, 
practically uninterrupted until the last cup 
and prize has been distributed. 

And then all is confusion as we madly try 
!0 congratulate every one and say goodbye 
to our friends, at the same time searching 
for our cases and our parents. Then utterly 
tired out and h 'lppy we pile into cars and 
start on our way home, sch:::>ol and term 
tests completely forgotten. 



The Basket Ball Teams 
Left from centre: (B. Grade) K. Rodan. S. Pedrozoli. B. Manion. M. Morocz. G. Smith. 

C. Lilly. P. Potsev. 
Right from centre: (A. Grade) F. MaguireL. Leeder (Captain). M. Gorman. M. Pullen. 

J. Johns. K. Moroney. A. Duffy. 

St Gertrude's 
Ex-Collegians Association 

The association of St Gertrude's Ex-Colle
gians came into being at New Norcia in 
Hl33 on the occasion of the Silver ,Jubilee 
celebrations when a number of Old Girls 
spent a very happy weekend there. 

A constitution was drawn up in due course 
and for some years the association flourish
ed.. Its main object was to promote social 
intercourse between the Old Girls of St 
Gertrude's College. The association enjoyed 
the patronage of Lord Abbot Catalan, OSB, 
who always welcomed us to New Norcia and 
took an interest in our activities. 

The first President was Mrs Pearl Burns; 
secretary Miss Phyllis Williamson (now Mrs 
Hoga!1) and treasurer Mis3 Ann O'Neil 

(now Mrs Phillips). Under the able leader
ship of the early office bearers and com
mittees many enjoyable functions were held 
annually. 

A week-end re-union at New Norcia was 
always a happy event. We used to travel by 
specia l bus on Saturday afternoon, stay at 
the Hostel (now the Hotel) and after tea be 
the guests of the Sisters and the present 
girls at St Gertrude's College where a fine 
concert would be staged in our honour. On 
Sunday morning we would attend High 
Mass and afterwords pay our official call on 
Lord Abbot Catalan who always r eceived us 
most graciously. After dinner at the Hostel 
we would adjourn to the College grounds 



where the afternoon would pass pleasantly 

with sporting events between old and past 
girls. It was the custom to present a trophy 
and some prizes to the present girls · from 

the association. Afternoon tea and finally 
Benediction in our much loved Oratory 
would conclude our happy re-union and 
soon we would be on our homeward journey. 

Then there was St Gertrude's Ex-Colle
gian's Ball, socially most enjoyable, but, on 
account of St Gertrude's being a country 
college . with so . many of our old girls be
longing in places far away from the city, 
it wasn't possible to attract sufficient num
bers for a ball. so it gave place to an annual 
cabaret dance . Card parties and a re-union 
dinner and picture night before Christmas 
were features of our activities. 

Th2 wonderful re-union of Sisters and 
girls at South Perth convent during the 
Christmas vacation was one of the mo5t 
enjoyable and certainly the best attended 
event in onr calendar. On one of these oc
casior>s we :ecall dPar old Sister Julia 
giving permission for the Sisters and girls 
to have · a d<tnc2 and how we all enjoyed 
that! We would have a little impromtu con
cert and at 8 p.m. it would seem much too 
soon to have to break up the happy gath er
ing. 

Y.C.S. L EADERS 

Left t o rig ht : M. O'Halloran. D_ 
Briggs. A. Duffey. M. Goode. B. 
Manion. F. Maguire. 
Sitting: S. Collins. L . Leeder. M_ 
Pullen. 

wm 
S.G.C. 

Then cam0 the war in 1939. Gradually it 

caused the girls to be further apart and 
eventually the association was just kept 
alive by Phyllis Williamson · and a few 
others living in the city. Even after the end. 
of hostilities and life returning to normal 
it was difficult to revive association activi-

. ties. Those who had formerly shouldered the
responsibilities were for one reason and an
other, not available to do so again and the 
interest of th.:! younger ones had not been 
aroused. We did our best to carry on, but 
without · support it was fruitless and frust
r a ting. 

One function only drew response from a 
number of girls and that was the re-union 
at South Perth Convent in January. Always 
those who have come have found it a great 
joy to be with the Sisters and their friends 
and have been delighted with the warm 
welcome awaiting them. The Sisters being 
from many convents and generally moving· 
from place to place every few years, felt 
that an association embracing past pupils 
of all St Joseph convents would be desirable. 
To meet their wishes our committee did try· 
to move in that direction but without suc
cess. Those of us who had been constant in 
membership ;:;ince it got into the doldrums, 
but with our old girls so scattered we coulcl 



THE fLEDGLING 

We welcome into the pages of our Gold
en Jubilee Magazine the following items of 
'THE FLEDGLING', the boarders own 
paper. It speaks well for the initiative of the 

. students of the Jubilee year, and their little 
paper deserves encouragement. It is · to be 
hoped that 'The Fledgling' has come to stay, 
and that it will develop to maturity in the 
near future. 

Prepared and distributed by members of 
the Y.C.S. this simple, unpretentious publi-

not maintain enough interest to keep it 
functioning. So it seemed to be more prac
tical to use our energies in moulding a 
stronger association of past pupils of all St 
Joseph Convents in the West. In the metro
politan area there are many ·.Goldfields and 
South Perth old girls and these have prov
ed generous helpers. At a re-union about 5 
years ago a social committee was formed 
to work for the Sisters' Holiday Home at 
Safety Bay and this, led by South Perth old 
girls, gave some valuable finanCial assist
ance. 

On the occasion of the re-union in Janu
ary 1957 we elPcted to form ourselves into 
the Association of Past Pupils of St Joseph 
of the Sacred Heart and now have a consti
tution as such. Our objects are (a) to hold 
a re-union of Past Pupils of all St Joseph 
Convents at South Perth Convent in .Janu
ary; (b) to promote social intercourse bet
ween past pupils throughout the State ; (c) 
to help the SistPrs of St Joseph with main
t enance of their Holiday Home a t Safety 

cation can be an instrument of much good 
among the boarders. It gives them a golden 
opportu:Jity to express their views on vari
ous subjects, it contains information of inter
est to the · girls at : the · College, and . it can 
help in preparing their minds to meet pro
blems in future life with success by guiding 

- their thoughts · in the right ·- direction. 'The 
Fledgling is their present means of Catholic 
Action. 

(Ed. G. Jubilee Mag. ) 

Bay, or as shall be determined by the com
mittee from time to time. 

Our pr~sent committee comprises four 
old girls from Gertrude's one from Manji
mup, and r·~mainder from South Perth, 

· Boulder and Kalgooi-lie. Miss E; Murphy, 
186 Goderick St, Perth has made her home 
available t-o us for meetings and it has 
meant much to have a central meeting 
place. Last year by means of a raffle appeal, 
barbecues, etc., we raised £125 for the 
Holiday Home. 

With regard to St Gertrude's Ex-Collegi
ans many feel it should be possible to have 
a branch functioning within St Joseph's Asso
ciation. We should . be happy to hear from 
those who would support this aim. We or
ganize a week-end or Sunday r e-union at 
New Norcia and there hope to meet our 
country members in large numbers. Our 
wonderful Jubilee day was all too short to 
allow time to t:tlk to the Sisters, meet the 
present 'girls (this is most important and 
desirable ), renew friendships with our old 



"THE FLEDGLING" 

Hi-Ho Eveybody, 

EDITORIAL 

Here at least is the first edition of the 
magazine you have all. been waiting for
"The Fledgling", which will be published 
bi-monthly. Well paper is s_carce and time 
is short--a common excuse but true never
theless--so I hope you'll forgive a short note 

th~s time. 
Cheerio, The Editor. 

AN EXPERIENCE DURING THE HOLS . 

After rising at 5.30 a.m. (much to my 
disgust) I attired myself in a huge military 

coat of Dad's, two pairs of slacks- as one 
J?air had holes in- a pair of waterproof gum 
boots and . . Oh! I nearly forgot a pair of 
extra thick woollen socks. I had especially 
chosen these warm togs as I was going fish
ing with Dad and my young brother, you 
may think that we were rather uncivil set
ting out on a fishing expedition at such a 
ridiculous hour, but previously a noted 
fisherman of the district had told us early 
hours of the morning produced the most fish. 

Satisfied with a hearty breakfast (which I 
might add, Dad had to cook) we loaded the 
old truck with piles of fishing equipment, 
including some horribly smelling bait, which 
my young brother had prepared, . and which 

girls, visit our favourite spots etc., so let 
us do this next year without disorganizing 
the Sisters and present girls too much. We 
invite any girls interested to write to Mrs 
Eileen Burke, 48 Kalgoorlie St, Mt. Haw
thorn, or Miss Pat Strickland, 20 Hooper 
St, West Perth. giving addresses, views, 
ideas and other suggestions. We are par
ticularly anxious to hear from our younger 
ex-Collegians. Please do all come to the re
union at South Perth in January when we 
shall discuss the above project. 

To commemorate the Golden Jubilee the 
Old Girls have presented to St Gertrlide's 
a very nice Visitor's Book and a "Kenwood" 
Food Mixer with all attachments- vitamiser, 
mincer and juice extractor. We feel that 
the cantributors will be satisfied with our 

in my opm10n, was more likely to drive the 
fish away rather than attract them. 

Our old jalopy consisted of a mere frame
work and an engine. Talk about a cold 
journey down to the coast! However, the 
old Chev. got us there, though how it did 
still astounds me; once more. 

After sorting out all the fishing gear we 
all made a run for the best positions on the 
rocks. The sea was very rough and the 
waves were rolling over our u~ual stands on 
the rocks. However, we were not going to 
be discouraged after all our previous trouble 
of preposing for the day's fishing. Not, quite 
as brave as my brother and Dad, I decided 
to sit back and let them do the fishing, and 

. after Dad had been wet up to the waist by 
the foaming waves I was rather pleased I 
did. Much to my astonishment, my little 
brother caught the first fish, but I still main
tain it wasn't that dreadful bait. 

After about three hours betweeen Dad 
and my bragging brother we had the grand 
( ? ) totaJ of nine fish. Disgusted with the 
whole affair we decided to call it a day, and 
with dripping clothes and frozen to the mar
row we made way back to the old truck. 

Piling into t he old jalopy, we made for 
home, teeth chattering madly, while I 
clutched tightly to the nine fish. I am cer
tainly never taking information from other 
people again as far as fishing is concerned. 
This was enough for me. 

choice of the latter when they visualise how 
it should help with so much work to be done 
by so few hands, and we were told it was 
a very real need. Those who missed signing 
the Visitors Book will have an opportunity 
to do so at the re-union next January. We 
should like to have a record of all Ex-Col
legians present at the Jubilee. 

In conclusion, on behalf of the Old Girls, 
we wish to express our deep appreciation 
and sincere thanks to Lord Abbot Gregory 
Gomez, OSB, the Marist Brothers, the Sis
ters of St Joseph and pre3ent girls who 
worked so long and arduously to make it 
such a memorable day for all who were 
privile~ed to be present at the grand cele
bration of the Golden Jubilee of our beloved 
St Gertrude's College at New Norcia. 



'THE FLEDGLING' (CONTINUED) 
Let's Laugh 

Guess these: 

Q: Why is an orange like a bell? 

A: Because they both peel. 

Q: vVhen are eyes not eyes? 

A . When the wind makes them water. 

Q: Name one tree that doesnt grow?. 

A: The pantry! 

THI S IS HOW YOU DO IT! 

Aim: ·· To find a day in a dairy farm. 
Apparat us: - Some helpers, and all sorts 

of farm necessities and implements, with a 
bit of food here and there. 

Mehod:- Rise about five (unearthly hour) 
and drag · yourself down to the cow shed, 
hoping to goodness that somebody else has 
rounded the COWS Up and put them into 
the yarrl. When suff.r.ient ccws have been 
locked in the bails, the cows happily eat
ing pollen for breakfast, the process of 
milking is about to begin. A word of warn
ing--do not place yourself in such a position 
to intercept a stray kick, here or there. 
Also, do not pay overmuch attention to your 
pet cow, as the other cows may take offence, 
and resultantly not give the full quota of 
milk. 

After the weary job of milking is over, 
and the seper~ting of the cream from the 
milk, the calves have to be fed. Amidst bel
lows of hunger and expectancy, the calves 
receive their crust of bread, often being so 
anxious that they knock the buckets over. 
The calves, being satisfied, wander off, the 
pigs remain to be satisfied. These are one 
of the easiest, if not the easiest animals to 
feed, as they eat anything and everything 
but demand their meals regularly. 

The cows wander off, untill they are need
ed again, in the evening, to have something 
to eat. 

\Vhen breakfast is over and done with, 
m ore work in the fields, such as ploughing 
and cleanin:; land, both of which are heavy 
jobs, but interesting as quite a lot of things 
about soil, plants and wildlife fills most of 
the day. 

Once m3re milking time comes around 
and a repetition of the morning's process, ex
cept that one is wider awake. 

If it is Saturday, there is a hurried t ea 
and bath>, and preparation for the usual 
Sat. night c::mntry dance. Around midnight 
all return home and roll into bed at the end 
of a very enjoyable, if strenu3us day. 
Conc lusion:- Farm life is invigorating, and 
also enervating. 

-Avoirdupois. 

Y .C.S. QUESTIONAIRE: 
Thi> column is expressly for those with 
problem>. 

Our advisor ln> been specially selected 
to deal with your problems what ever they 
may be By the noticr. board you will find a 
tin. Just p::>p your problem> in there and 
they will he solved for you. 

'ON LOOK ING IN SHOP WINDOWS' 

What a mixture of pleasure and dis
couragement we get out of this most com
monplace occupation--looking in shop win
dows! How many people would stroll down 
a street, full of delightfully arranged shop 
windows and completely ignore them. Very 
few can resist the magnetic force these 
windows have, exhibiting so colourfully all 
those things you h :we been wanting for so 
long. 

And what are all these people thinking 
as they ga-::e at these tempting arrays -of 
dresses, books, furniture or cameras, or any 
other of the counties> objects people see fit 
to display in their windows, casting a gloom 
over t he majority of window sh3ppers? 

For there are three types of people who 
do not feel depres~ed when looking in shop 
windows. There are those enviable few who 
can look at that ravishing little hat that is 
sure to make people turn their h eads or to 
distract some poor soul in church, 11.nd 
after a moment's consideration to say:"\Vel l, 
I'm sure that hat was just made for me. 
Those pretty cornflower-blue flowers are 



just the colour of my eyes, such a pretty 
colour. I really must buy that hat before 
any of these others do. I am sure I don't 
know why that red haired woman is looking 
at it like that. It would positively scream at 
that green dress she has on too. Yes! I 
think it would be a sh<:tme to leave it t here 
in the window." And so in goe3 Madame and 
buys t}!at hat- and probably her purse 
won't feel any lighter for it. 

Then there are those even more fortunate 
people who look in windows purely for en
joyment, appreciating to the full what is 
worth appreciating and storing it in their 
minds, not to brood over and wish it were 
theirs. but to enjoy it as a dream, not even 
hoping for the dream to become a reality. 
If they see, in a florists shop, a beautiful 
bunch of perfectly arranged white roses, they 
might stare and gaze on these flowers for 
hours, but also the creation of such blissful 
beauty. P erhaps for a moment they would 
wish that these flowers were their own, so 
that they could be the sole possessors of 
such beauty, but then they would go on 
their way. still cherishing the picture the 
roses made, but still content to let them 
stay in that window for other people to 
gaze upon. 

During the Golden Jubilee Year, 1958, St 
Gertrude's is represented at the Novitiate 
house of the Sisters of St Joseph, Baulkham 
Hills, N.S.W., by two former -students, whilst 
five others are preparing at the Sisters' Con
vent in South Perth to follow them early in 
the New Year. 

Shirley Moore of Moora ( Sr. Elaine) - left, 
Anne Lanigan of New Norcia ( Sr. Anne 
Joseph) -right, Novices at Baulkham Hills, 
N .~.w. 

The third type of person who can look 
into the shop window without feeling de
pression is not generally regarded as a 
window-shopper. He is the one to whom 
much of the credit is due, for he arranged 
the window, making it so attractive and 
tempting. It is his job so he looks on it as 
a work of art to be able to arrange it pro
perly. He will probably look at it from all 

angles, trying to see it as the window
shoppers will. He will not even think of the 
objects in the window as being just the 
thing always wanted for himself. To him 

they seem to be his, for they are his tools. 
Probably he will look at it with intense 
satisfaction a!'ld mentally jot down a little 
alteration before going inside. 

But these are definitely in the minority. 
j\![,..,st of us belong to the unfortunate class 
who just look and sigh, look again, shrug 
our shoulders and then walk away dream
ing, thinking that the lady with the funny
coloured blue eyes should never have 
bought that hat with the dear little corn
flower blue flowers. It would suit the girl 
with the red hair much better, provided she 
didn't wear jt with that green dress she 
had on. 



Statistics 
From the ret:ords of the College we have 

been able to gather the following statistics. 

NUMBER OF BOARDERS 

1908 - 31 1925 - 97 1942 - 75 
1909 - 77 1926 - 91 1943 - 79 
1910 - 92 1927 - 110 1944 - 84 
1911 - 95 1928 - 78 1945 - 85 
1912 - 112 1929 - 96 1946 - 75 
1913 - 101 1930 - 68 1947 - 73 
1914 - 76 1931 - 49 1948 - 80 
1915 - 100 1932 - 41 1949 - 81 
1916 - 81 1933 - 29 1950 - 73 
1917 - 79 1934 - 27 1951 - 65 

1918 - 87 1935 - 28 1952 - 72 

1919 - 86 1936 - 28 1953 - 80 

1920 - 91 1937 - 42 1954 - 84 

1921 - 85 1938 - 40 1955 - 86 

1922 - 86 1939 - 40 1956 - 89 

1923 - 65 1940 - 41 1957 - 95 

1924 - 96 1941 - 39 1958 - 96 

The list of boarders for the the past 50 

years gives the approximate total of 

3800. Some of the children may have stayed 

at New Norcia two of three years only, pos

sibly less. Others, particularly in the early 
days, prolonged their boarding years to nine, 
ten and eleven. Allowing an average of five 
to six years for eac,h boarder we find that 
about 800 young ladies have received their 
complete education at St Gertrude's under 
the care of the Sisters of St Joseph. 37 of 
-·hem ·never abandoned the Sisters, for on 
leaving St Gertrude's they joined their ranks. 

RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS 
During the first 25 years of St Gertrude's 

28 of its ex-pupils entered various Religious 

Orders. 
20 joined the Sisters of St Joseph of 

the Sacred Heart. 2 the Presentation Order. 
1 the Notre Dame Des Missions. 1 the Good 
Samaritan. 1 the Sisters of Mercy. 1 the 

Sisters of St Joseph of the Apparition. 1 the 
Little Company of Mary. 

1908-1958 
SINCE THE SILVER JUBILEE YEAR 

1 has entered the Presentation Order, 1 has 

joined the Little <;:ompany of Mary, and 17 

others are with the Sisters of St Joseph. 

Most of the following names, of ex-pupils 

now in Religion are still in the memory of 

Senior students at St Gertrude's, whilst 
others are well known to recent ex-colle

gians . . 

Betty Brotherstone, 
Teresa Gallagher 
Molly Scully 
Kathleen Dawe 

J?iane D~ngston 
Anne Lanigan 
Nellie Hynes 
Georgina \Vest 
Patricia Doyle (Pres.) 

Augustine Gallagher, 
Dorina Bianchini 

Nola Connolly 
Denise Casey 

Leonie Mayne 
Shirley Moore 
Kay Kennedy 

Anne Kelly 

SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS 

Total Number presented for Leaving Certi

ficate:- 141 
Successful Candidates:- 127 90 per cent. 

Total Number Presented fur Jun. Cert.- 356 
Successful Candidates:- 328 92 per cent. 

Over the years we have lost trace of the 
activities of many of our old. girls. We 
offer our congratulations to all those who 
have succeeded in their various enterprises. 

Among whom may be reckoned: 

Mary Baldwin- concert artist, singer, 

Mary Flynn, B .A.- Attached to the commer
cial branch of the education department, re

cently left to work as a lay missionary in 
the Islands. 
Zeenie Zeelickson- continued successfully 
musical studies in Germany. 
Maxine Bishop- Women's Champion golfer
.Australian title. 
Dorothy Gordon- attached to the Corres
pondence Branch Ed. Department. 
Phyllis Herd- Australian representative at 
Coronation. 
Margaret O'Brien B.A.- English teacher, 
Perth College. 



Shirley Parkes- B.Ag. Sc. 
Phyllis Smith- Matron of Mount Henry 
Home. 
Helen Bailey- Tutor Sister, Royal Perth 
Hospital. 
Rita Murphy, L.L.B.- Research Officer, 
Canberra. 

Teachers - E ducation Department. 

Numbered among our ex-pupils who have 
graduated from the Teachers Training Col
lege, and served in the Education Depart
ment are :-
Una Stephens 
Mary Connolly 
Agnes Clifford 
Lucy Hedditch 
Joy Lockhead 
Rose Williamson 
Mrma Byrne 
Eileen Clarke 
Molly Daly 
Chrissie Walker 
June Evans 
Tryphena Prior 
Eileen Hennessy 
D. Crow 
N. N ewton 

Mamie Coglan 
Elvie Mitchel 
Mary Flynn 

Kathleen H<'dc1.itch 
Irene Traynor 

Eileen Byrne 
Eileen Daly 

Eileen Fregert 
Poppey Annetts 

Ethel Annetts 
Sheila Byrns 

K. Butler 
P. Arkes 

M. Calvert 
(This list is necessarily incomplete) 

P resent Teachers of -Education Department 
( 1958) 

Valerie Monger 
Mary ·watts 
Teresa Scott 
Grace Bayne 
Kathleen Gorman 
Mary Tvlj 

Joyce Wilson 
Cecile Connolly 

Mary O'Leary 
Annette Kimber 

Janette Dewal' 
Patricia De Mamie! 

Trainee3 at T eachers' T ra ining College 

Hopa Scurry Helen Smart 
Pauline Rowe C:VIus.) Geraldine Price (Mus.) 

Andrea George (Speech) Mary Reeson 
Dorothy Chedwidden Cathleen Spillman 
Katie Suvich 
Janice Starr 
Margaret J akovich 

Deidre McEwin 
Diane Connolly 

Pauline Chedwidden 

Marian Steel (Home Science) . 
University Arts Course 

Dorothy Salmon 

T R AIN E E N URSES, 1953 

Sist er T utor: H elen 

Chrystal Iverson 
Hope Scurry 
Maria O'Dwyer 
Judith Mailey 
Kathleen Potsey 
Judith Luscombe 
Anne Smedding 
Maxine Harrington. · 

Bailey 

Nola Hammond 
Helen Smart 

Patricia Giles 
Pauline Kemp 

Margaret Cohen 
Marlene Potsey 

Florence Sebastian 

SU CCESSFUL GRA D U ATES O F MU S I C 

Licentiate of the Trinity College of London: 
Eileen Byrne 

Associate of the Trinity College of London: 
Mona Byrne 
J. P earcy 

M. De Mamie! 
R Jones 

Licentiate of the Royal School of Music : 
L. McCabe. 

Licentiate of the London College of Music: 
M. Conway 
N. Spillane 
R. Gallagher 
T. Leeson. 

E. Boyd 
M. Lynch 

M. Coghlan 

'He, who serves best, profits. most' 

Try DAN 'WHITE 
Plaza Arcade Perth 

The 'SCENTER' of Perth 



Associate of the London College of Music: 

L. Leddin M. Clune 

M. De Mamie! H. Buttler 

A. M us.A.: K. Sachse M . . Connolly 

P. Rowe 

M. Mcinnes 

A.M.E.B. Awards 

M. Lanigan 

F. Mcinnes 

1935 Grade I. Exhibition and Violin Medal: 

Lorraine Basenden. 

1942 Grade V. Exhibition : P . O'Grady. 

1943 Grade II. Exhibition pianoforte: 

V. Lund. 

1953 Seventh Grade, Pianoforte Go1d medal

list and special recommendation: P. Rowe 
1955 Seventh Grade. Pianoforte Gold medal

list and special recommedation: M. Mcinnes 

1956 Seventh Grade. Pianoforte special 
recommendation: E . Mcinnes . 

1956 Shakespeare Club prize. Art of cpcech: 
E. Mcinnes. 

Special Recommendations: 

Practical. Pianoforte 

Seventh Grade 

Second Grade 

Sixth Grade 

Fifth Grade 

P . R0we 

A. Weston 

M. JV!cinr.es 

E. Mcinnnes 

Seventh Grade 
Sixth Grade 
Seventh Grade 

Violin. 

Fourth Grade 
Third Grade 
Second Grade 
Second Grade 
Fifth Grade 

Theory. 

Second Grade 
Fourth Grade 
Third Grade 
Second Grade 
Second Grade 
Third Grade 

Musical Perception. 
Fourth Grade 
Fifth Grade 
Fifth Grade 
Fifth Grade 

M. Mcinnes 
E. Mcinnes 
E. Mcinnes 

P. Rowe 
E. Mcinnes 
A. Weston 

Q. Sebastian 
E. Mcinnes 

E . Mcinnes 
A. Lanigan 
M. Pullen 
D. Clancy 

V. Treasure 
V. Treasure 

G. Bayne 
P. Rowe 

M. Mcinnes 
E. Mcinnes 

Alliance Francaise Medalists and Prize 
Winners 

Medalist Division III 

Medalist Division III 

Silver Medalist Division II 

Prize \Vinner Divi.:;ion III 

Prize Winner Division IV 

S . Krasker 

V. Wilson 

S . Parkes 

C. Fitzgerald 

J. Hewitt 

Advance St Gertrude's! 



PIANO 
.People for over 60 years 

Choose from famous makes in New 
or Reconditioned models 

NICHOLSONS 86 BARRACK ST. PERTH. 
Branches throughout the State 

OF PERTH for All Your 

«PERSONAL 

«HOUSHOLD 

and 

«SPORTING NEEDS 



a~ ANOTHER REASON YOU'LL SAY ~ ' 

~ ........ ~""--. . ~) 

MAKE MINE MACROBERTSONS! WHAT ELSE 

CAN ONE SAY WHEN THERE IS SUCH 

A WIDE RANGE OF PALATE PLEASING 

. CHOCOLATE AND CONFECTIONS 

HAZELNUT 

TWIN NUT 

CHERRY RIPE 

SNACK 

COLUMBINE 

FERDDO FROGS 

MADE BY 
MACROBERTSON 

THE ''GREAT NAME IN CONFECTIONERY" 



·Jt' s here at last! 
to help you 

'Pray the Mass' 
We are privileged to be able to bring you the finest, most beautiful, Daily 

Missal ever published at anything like this extremely low price. 

The New Marian Daily Missal 
With. 11 Full Colour Plates 

Everyone should have their own Mi ssal to enable them to take 
their own part in the offering of the Sacrifice of the Mass. Here 
now, is the opportunity to own a Complete Daily Missal equal to 
the finest in beauty and quality, y et available at an almost unbe
lievable low price. Fine, clear printing, quality paper, and incor
porhting the completely Restored Order for the Ceremonies of 

Holy Week. 
CONTENTS: 

Mass and Feast Day Calendar up to 1970. t:::omplete Masses for every day 
t>f the yfar, plus special Masses. Ordinary of Mass rubricated. Extra 
large type, with Latin and English on opposite pages. Clear, easy-to-read 

type throughout entire book. 
Prayers and Devotions for all occasions. A complete Prayer Book and 

Missal combined. 
Beautiful Full Colour Plates and coloured ribbon place marks ... in fact 
all the features previously found in only the highest priced Daily Missals. 

BINDINGS: 
A-Black, American Seal, gold blocked title on spine, blind stamping on 

front, burnished red edges, 27 j 6. 
B-As A, with gold over red edges, 37/ 6. 
C-Black limp leather, burnished red edges, 45 j -. 
D-As C, with gold over red edges, 52/6 
E--As B, in finely grained French morocco, 71/ 6. 
653/XCE-Polished, padded brown calf-skin with gold stamped design on 

front, mother of pearl and gold crucifix inset inside front cover, gold 
stamped inside edges of cover, 80j-. 

Postage Extra 

~elltgrini & ~oy (~. ~) ~ty. Jth. 
860 HAY STREE,T, PERTH 

Telephone: BA 6655 



H.L. BRISBANE and 

WUNDERLICH Ltd. 

PTAH 
and Bristile's 

Perman ent Colour 

Egyptian mythology credits Ptah 
tlw chief divinity of ancient ~!em

phis w it h the discove ry of fire . 
Lat;,r, men nf the Nile valley were 
using fi re to "cook" the famous red 
and black Terra Cotta pottery that 
today can be found in museums 
the world over. "Bristile", too, uses 
fire t o g ive you permanent colour 
in your roof. In t heir modern kilns 
controlled heat of up t o 2000 
dc'grees F. , is used t o fire the 
l"atura l clay w ith specia lly selected 
colour pig ments. This intense heat 
actually burns the colour right 
:nto the tile itself.' Neither sun, salt 
a ir, nor rain w ill fade or bleach the 
br illiant colonrs t hat a re an inte
g ral part of Bristile Terra Cotta 
roofing tiles. 



• • an outstanding record 
of achievement and service 

FOR over 113 years, the House of Faulcling has given honest, pains
taking service to the Medical, Pharmaceutical, Dental and 

Nursing Professions and to the members of the general public. 
Having been pioneers in the production of Eucalyptus Oil and 
leaders in developing Australia's fish liver oil industry. The House 

of Faulding again led the way in being the first manufacturing chemist 
(other than the Government) in the Commonwealth, to produce 
Penicillin commercially. Vv'ith a history like that you can really 
be sure that ...... . 

IF IT'S FAULDINGS- ITS PURE 

F. H. F AULD lNG & CO. LTD. 
307 MURRAY ST phone BA 911 1 

.............. r ............... .. 

Before you 
any Piano 

buy 

• • • 

See the exciting range 
of world famous makes .. 

Musgroves staff of experienced Tuners 
and Tradesmen have serviced the 
colleges' Pianos for many years and they 
are your guarantee of efficient after 
Sale Service. 

MUSGROVf'S 
223 MURRAY ST. PERTH 



AHERN'S 
HAY & MURRAY Sts PERTH 

Congratulate 
St Gertrude's College 

ON THEIR 

Jubilee 
¥ 

AHERN'S 
Authorised College Suppliers 
for 'St Gertrude's College' 

MAIL ORDERS to BOX D 152. G. P. 0. PERTH 



Set up and printed at the Abbey Press, N. Norcia· 




	000
	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069
	070
	071
	072
	073

